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Ca nies WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1852. New Senies....No. 36. 
Mr. BAYARD. The committee, at this ses- Mr. BUTLER. i understand that the amend- Watrous, of Texas, with swndry misdemeanors 
ion, have eee aver OF ie claim. I do | ments of the Senator from New York will materi- | and offences. Among other things, he is charged 
not know whether the Senator from New York || ally affect the bill. In order to afford an opporta- with practicing law and receiving fees in the State 
was here when I made my objection to the form }} nity for the examination of the subject, i move of Texas touching matters which had come be 
(this _. : objected to it on the ground that {| that the Senate do now adjourn. fore and been decided upon by himself—or touch- 
»e eeveral rule established here ought to be suffi- || The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- | ing those of a similar character. He is charged 
ient to defeat the bill as it stands; but | went af- |! journed until Monday. 
-rwards into matters that showed the claim was | 
t justifiable, and, therefore, not worthy of refer- 
In conclusion, the motion which | make— 


with adjudicating cases in which he was person 
ally interested, and with certain violations of the 
laws of Texas, which, the memorialists declare, 
militate against the purity of his character as a 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


ence. 


it will not cut off debate—is, that this bill be || Frivay, February 13, 1852. judge. All of which the committee think should 
definitely postponed. If it will cut off debate, || The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer be examined into. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Del understand the gentle 
man from North Carolina to say that this is an 
examination preliminary to an impeachment? 


will withdraw It. 
Mr. SEWARD. ] will submit to the honor- 


| 

chile Senator from Florida, [Mr. Ma.tory,j ina ES ; 

aa few words, what I have to say about this bill. | aa es anes neg ae ae resolve Mr. VENABLE. It is. At least the commit 

| shall not detain the Senate any length of time. I || ah Priva coaaae of the Whole House Upon || tee think the matter should be looked into, and the 
think the bill is in very great danger, if pressed to || : ‘"M Ee edie Tee) on as ; nature of the facts, which that examination will 
vote, of beinglost. Sull,forone, lam of opinion |} + “ t th " Jeg save to sta es mat, IN CONSE- || develop, will determine whether the committer 
‘hat there is a claim to some exteat, and I think || Wence oF the ie attention which was paid to will recommend a further prosecution of the cas 

private business during the last Congress, the Pri- || | ask that the resolution may be adopted. 


he bill may be modified in such a way as to pro- || ite taat ly" i | 

ule ee ° ° . " . . ow . . i. Saas : 7 . ; ‘ 

vide for a fair and just settlement of that claim. || vate Calendar has become greatly"enlarged. 1 trust Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. ! wish toask 
the gentleman from North Carolina one question ; 


Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator from New York | ae this a will not — oo private || 
usiness with the same censurabie indifference. Does the Committee on the Judiciary propose to 
| bring witnesses from Texas, or to examine them 


will give way, 1 will move to postpone the further : a eed os 7 
consideration of this subject, as it seems to involve || ,, Mr. OLDS. Task the gentleman from North 
cor . Carolina to withdraw his motion for a moment, in || there? 


some questions of interest, that we may go into | order to give me the opportunity of making : row ‘ 

Executive session. : | exp! on ee . waking a per- || Mr. VENABLE. I will say to the gentleman 
Mr. SEWARD. If the Senator will allow me, || sonal expranation. 1 will renew the motion after || fom New York, that must be for the committee 

| will state some amendments which I yropose to | i nre mate - Iw ri . eel i 1 | to determine. The committee would, with great 

submit for consideration, and then the subject Mr. DANIEL, will withdraw for the gentie- reluctance, go to the expense of sending to Texas 

may be postponed. I think it would remove much | Mc OLDS. Perl taal hich 1 for witnesses. But so important is the purity of 

dificulty by inserting the word ‘* examine” be- || *°* S. Perhaps the motion which ? pro- |) the ermine of our judges, that the question of in- 

fore “audit” in the following phrase: “ Give || Pose to make isa privileged motion; at least I trust || convenience and expense is one which ought not 

w the Secretary pf the Treasury power to andit | the House will permit me to offer it. to be taken into consideration, if the country is satis- 

and settle;’? and that a further difficulty would be || On day before yesterday, I had lying upon my | fied, or the committee are satisfied that the charges 

removed by striking out the words ‘‘ upon prin- || — “ ens ae s aleeade with several || are well founded. 

ciples of equity and justice,’’ as I suppose the bill | others, which shad been directed by the Commit- Several MemBers. That’s right. 

will mean the same whether they are in or out; || te¢ on the Post Office and Post Roads to report to || Mr, FOWLER. I desire to propound another 


and then to strike out the words ‘and in settling || the House, and which I expected to report as s00n || question to the gentleman. By whom were these 
as committees were called for reports.. In this | ¢haroes preferred ? 
ves 


‘itupon these principles, they shall ascertain as || “ diti se Mota Cc > ae , ; 
‘pearly as practicable, the benefits and advantages || Condition the House went into Committee of the | Mr. VENABLE. By a certain William Alex- 
‘whieh acerued to the United States from the oc- Whole on the state ol the Union. | was called to || ander, a lawyer, practicing in Texas. ‘The com 
‘cupancy of it, and also the injuries which result- | the chair, and left the bills lying upon my desk. |) mittee, however, have had other evidence—ex parte 
‘ed to the owners of it,” and to insert after the |} After the committee rose, I put the bills, as I sup- || to he sure—sufficient to satisfy their minds that the 
words “to pay ’’ the words ‘the amount, if any, || posed, into my drawer; but, on examination, I || matter ought to be examined into. 


which shall be so found to bedue,”’ so as to make || find that the Senate bill is missing. The question was then taken, and the resolu 
tion was adopted. 


the bill read — The SPEAKER. What was the number of the 
: ill? aras . —— ‘ 

« Be it enacted, §c., That the proper accounting officers || ball : s | Mr. VENABLE. Mycolleague [Mr. Dawier) 
of the Treasury Department, under the direction of the Sec- || _ Mr. OLDS. ! do not recollect the number; but || yielded me the floor upon my promise to renew 
retary of the Navy, examine, audit, and settle the claim of || it was a bill declaring a plank road a post road. his motion In ec ance W A that promise, I 
\ : . Si p *. F “Te ' is a | ole s ¥ > : pe » , E , . 
Join W. Simont6n and others, owners of the island of || [ ask thata message be sent to the Senate request- now mave that. the Tlouse réasive iteell into the 


Key West, inthe State of Florida, on account of its oecu- 1 ies @igonie of the belt F : . . 
paney by the Government of the United States as a naval || 8g @ Copy of the bri. Committee of the Whole House on the Privat 
fhe motion was agreed to. Calendar. 


| by the Rev. C. M. Burrer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 





and military post during the years 1823, 1824, 1825, and 


| 
| 

1826, and to pay the amount, if any, which shall be found | Mr. DANIEL. I now press my motion to go || Mr, WEIGHTMAN. I appeal to the gentle 
' 


to be due, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise || jjto Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- man from North Carolina to withdraw that mo 


appropriated. ”’ 
Mr.MALLORY. I concur in the amendments | 


| 


of the Senator from New York. I will accept | 


endar. tion, to allow me to introduce, by general consent, 
CHARGES AGAINST JUDGE WATROUS. a resolution of inquiry. 





i l J . VIE ri { e t an’s 
uy amendments which go to pay these parties || Mr. VENABLE. | ask my colleague to with- |_| Mr. DANIEL. [ will hear the gentleman's 
anything for the occupation of the island. And || draw his motion for one moment, in order for me re toe tuti si a ae 
nere | beg leave to make one remark in reply to || to present a report from the Committee on the Ju- oe Reeewene® wes ee eee ae as 


the Senator from Delaware in relation to this claim | diciary, which is very urgent. 1 will renew it as || by the ¢ jerk, as follows: ; 
having been paid. He insisted, that with the ex- || goon as itis made.  Regebea Teas ne Qatrtees on perm Seite bef 
ception of the wood, they had no claim, and that || Mr. DANIEL. I will withdraw for my col- cand aarekeeper, on éaty in New Mexico, upon the same 
he wood was paid for. If that were 80, of course I] league. , footing, as regards compensation, with the military store 
they would not be paid for again under this bill; but i} Mr. VENABLE. I am instructed by the Com- | keeper at arsenals ot eonstruction, during the Gime he mny 
with that exception, not one item has been paid || mittee on the Judiciary to inform the House that || 52 duty in that Territory. 
for. The sum of $17,000 is the result of pur- || there has been a memorial by Mr. William Alex- || . There being no objection, the resolution was 
chases made by the Government long subsequent || ander and others, making charges against the | introduced and adopted. — Red es 
io the events set up, when the Government came || Hon. John C. Watrous, judge of the United Mr. SI EPHENS, of Georgia. I inquire of the 
in a8 @ purchaser, at the same time as private in- || States court for the district of Texas referred to | Chair, !t there is not a special order pending 
dividuals, and purchased lands from the proprietors || the committee. Upon examination into this mat- | . The SPEAKER. There is a special order, but 
on which to erect the custom-house, barracks, &c. | ter, the committee have found it necessary to ask | it cannot be reached until the House go into Com- 
ltis not embraced in the original claim at all: ll che Fhoune Sor authority to send for persons and || Mittee.of the Whole on the state of the nion, and 
Mr. SEWARD. If the Senator from Delaware | papers, and to take testimony on the subject of | " motion has been submitied for that purpose. 
will withdraw his motion to postpone indefinitely, || those charges. I beg leave to offer the following Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Lask the unanimous 
| will offer my amendments, and move to postpone resolution: ” © || consent of the House to enable me to make a re 


1 Claims 
j _ || port from the Committee on Private Lan 
Gutish siand tp arene Se eioas ss ‘| 1 will state that | was away when the committees 
t. BAYARD. I will withdraw my motion in | examine witnesses, under oath, in relation to the cbarges | were called for reports the other day. 


order to enable the Senator to offer his amendments, | made against John C. Watrous, judge of the United States || Mr, DANIEL objected. 





next, 





and then I shall move to postpone it indefinitely. || °°" gehen neesneeticds aH | Mr. D. I now press my motion to go into 
Mr. SEWARD. Theo | afer the ener Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. What is the | Committee of the hole House on the Prive 
which ] have read, and ask for the question upon || nature of those charges ? Calendar. 


‘ Mr. VENABLE. I will, with the indulgence || The motion prevailed. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on the || of the House, state the nature of the charges for | ‘The House accordingly resoived itself into « 
yueudments offered by the Senator from New || the satisfaction of the gentleman. A memorial has || Committee ef the Whole House on the Private 
tot been presented to this House, charging Judge |) Calendar, (Mr. Diswer in the chair.) 
36 
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EIRS OF JOHN JACKSON. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


The first bill that came up in order for the con- | 


sideration of the committee, was House bill No. 
95. being a bill for the relief of the heirs of John 
jackson, deceased, for the loss of an arm on board 
of the ship Bon Homme Richard, under John 
Paul Jones. 

The bill authorizes the ripe f of the Treas- 
ury to pay to the legal heirs and representatives 
of John Jackson, deceased, who lost an arm on 

the Bon Homme Richard, in the action 
with the Briush frigate Serapis, such sum as will 
equal a pension at the rate of $6 per month, from 
the 15th November, 1779, to the day of his death. 

The CHAIRMAN. [am advised that a mo- 
tion is pending to report the bill to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. GOODENOW. 1 would asi for the read- 
ing of the report of the committee, and after that, 
{ have some other evidence, which | wish to pre- 

ent to the consideration of the House before that 
recommendation is acted upen. 

Mr. MILLSON. [rise for the purpose of sug- 
gesting, that inasmuch as this bill was reported 
from the Committee on Military Pensions, by the 
honorable member from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
Tvck,] who is not now in his seat, and as that 
entleman was entiple] to the floor upon this bill, 
1 believe, and takes some interest in the ques- 
tion—— 

Mr. GOODENOW. I willstate, that when the 
gentieman from New Hampshire, who reported 
this bill, left this city, he put into my hands the 
papers relating to it,and desired me to present some 

considerations to the House in reference to the 
passage of the bill. I ask, therefore, the reading 
of the report in the first instance, and then respect- 
fully to submit some considerations to the House 
why the vill ought to pass 

Mr. MILLSON. I supposed that the friends 
of this bill desired its postponement, My object 
was to have the bill passed over, without losing its 

place upon the Calendar. 
the bill desire it to be acted upon to-day, I have 
no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is advised that 
a motion is now pending that the bili be laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I do not desire to take up 
the time of this House, if it is the desire of the 
friends of the bill that it should be laid aside until 
the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Tuck] 
returns. I desire to present some considerations 
why the motion to lay it aside, with the recom- 
mendation that it do not pass, should not prevail. 
I ask for the reading of the report. 

The report of the committee was then read by 
the Clerk. It represents: 

“That, from the documents submitted to the commit- 
tee in this case, it appears that while Captain John Paul 
Jones was. cruising off the Spurn, on the coast of England, 
in the American ship-of-war Bon Homme Richard, on 
the 22d day of September, 1779, John Jackson, a British 
pilot, came on board his ship, mistaking it for a British 
ship-of wer; that Captain Jones, requiring the assistance of 
a pilot while near the banks on that coast, detained him on 
board his ship, and he was there employed as the pilot of 
said ship in the action which took place between the same 
aud the Serapis, in which action the said John Jackson lost 
onarm. In consideration of the services of said Jackson, 
nad his severe misfortune, Captain Jones paid bim one hun- 
dred ducats, and gave him a written promise in behalf of 
the United States, that he should receive half- pay as a pilot 
the remainder of his life, to commence from the date of said 
writing, and payable every six months by the American 
ambassador at the court of France, upon proper proof of 
identity. [t does not appear that this engagement of Captain 
Jones, in behalf of the United States, has ever been per- 
formed. The attention of the old Congress was called to 
this subject by a letter from the Secretary for Foreign 
\tfhirs, dated September 20, 1785, and it underwent the ex- 
nnination of a committee, who subsequently made the fol- 
lowing report: 
committee to whom was referred a letter from the 
eretary for Forvign Affairs of the 20th September, 
1785, with tts enclosures, beg leave to report : 


* That it appears to your committee that while Captain J 
P. Jones was hovering on the coast of England, in the year 
1779, John Jackson, a British pilot, came on board him, 
supposing him to be British ; that Captain Jones found it 
convenient to detain him as a pilot, and in the action with 
the Serapis which ensued, this man lost an arm. It further 
appears to your committee, from a letter of Captain Jones, 
that the second lieutenant of the Bon Homme Richard was, 
with twenty others, at the time of the battle with the Serapis, 
on board Jackson’s pilot boat, and that when Captain Jones 
found it impossible to prevent the Bon Homme Richard from 
sinking, Jaeckson’s pilot boat was of singular service in 
saving the men, particularly the wounded, some of whom, 
Captain Jones is persuaded, would have been drowned had 
not he been furnished with the means of saving them. 


} | 
poara 


ore 
" 4ne 


s 


But if the friends of 


* It also appears to your committee, that Captain Jones 


gave this unfortunate man one hundred ducats in hand, and | 
promised him the half-pay of a pilot for the remainder of his 
life. Whereupon your committee submit to Congress the 

following resolution : 


‘* Resolved, That &6 per month, a pilot’s half-pay, be | 


allowed and paid out of the Treasury of the United States, 
| in half-yearly payments, to John Jackson, of the town.of | 


disposed of as you shall think proper. 


| ought, though so long delayed, tosend some answer. 


Kingston-upon-Hull, in England, who lost an arm on board | 
the Bon Homme Richard, commanded by Captain J. P. 
Jones, in the action with the Serapis on the 22d day of Sep- | 
tember, 1779 ; that said half-pay commence from the 15th 
day of November, 1779, and continue during the tenure of 
the natural life of said Jackson; and that the Board of 
Treasury take order for making the aforesaid half-yearly 


OBE. 


| having mistaken the Bon Homme Richard for aB 


payment ona certificate from two or more magistrates, ex- | 


pressing the place where the said John Jackson may be then 
living, and that he is really the same person in whose favor 
this grant is made.”’ 

** Which said report is indorsed as follows : 

‘¢* Report on the case of John Jackson, a British pilot, 
taken by J. P. Jones. Entered. Read the 28th day of Sep 
tember, 1785.’ 

“*No., 9. Kean.’ 

‘‘ It does not appear that any further action was ever had 
upon this report. 

‘“‘It further appears to the commitee that the said John 
Jackson died in the year 1815; that he had three children— 
one son and two daughters ; that his son, James Jackson, 


Messrs. Howell, Long, 


Feb 

—— sees 13, 
I do hereby certify that the bearer, John Jackson o- 

Huil, came on board the American ship-of-war Bon 4...” 

Richard, under my-command, off the Spurn, on the en. 

England, on the morning of the 224 September jg yo 


ship-of war; that I fownd it necessary to detain ae - 
board, while near the banks on that coast, and 
purposed to set himself, with his companion ang 
at liberty, and reward them for the service that I had oly... 
them to perform; but, on the day following, whey line 
with the Baltic fleet, as the pilot boat was some ence” 
brance, the partner of the bearer was put on board to ke 
the boat out of harm’s way during the action between tn. 
Bon Homme Richard and Serapis; after whieh he was. 
return and take in the bearer, that they might return te 
together. The boat, however, did not return, and the bone 
man had, in the action, the irreparable misfortune 1, ',,. 
anarm. Deeply impressed with a sense of bis misfory : 
and earnestly desiring to make this poor man and his fami’ 
what recompense lies in my power, | have given him. 1 
day, one hundred ducats ; and I do also promise, jn ps) 
of the United States, that he shall receive hat pay 
pilot, the remainder of his life, to commence from tie a b 
hereof, payable every six months, by the Americay ie 


Hh Op 


allerwar 


ly 


t their boar 


| bassador at the court of France, upon certificate ay , we} 


came to this country after the decease of his father to prose- | 


cute this claim, and deceased before he had found the evi 

dence before mentioned ; that he left one sonand only heir, 
who is now a resident at the Navy-Yard in the city of 
Washington ; that tbe said James, in his lifetime, claimed 
to have purchased the right of his two sisters in this demand, 
and was the sole owner thereof. 

“This petition was presented to the last Congress and 
referred to the Committee on Revolationary Claims, which 
committee made a favorable report on the 8th day of August, 
1848, accompanied by a bill for the reliefof the heirs of said 
John Jackson, but which was not reached in the order of 
business, and was not acted on by the House. As this claim 
has heretofore received the favorable consideration of the 


committees who have had the same in charge, and com- | 


mends itself to the judgment of this committee, they here 
with presenta bill for the relief of the petitioners, and reeom- 
mend its passage.” 

Mr. GOODENOW. The report of the com- 
mittee of Congress, bearing date the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1785, which is incorporated into the report 
accompanying the bill now under consideration, is 
certified to be correct, by the Secretary of State, 
Mr. Buchanan. It further appears from the re- 
port made in 1848, that there are certain papers 
connected with this claim, which I ask the indul- 


payment, from two or more magistrates, expressing th, plae 
where the bearer, Jobn Jackson, is then living, and that po 
is really and truly the person in whose favor this obligation 
is granted. , 
Given, on board the Serapis, at the Texel, November |; 
1779. JOHN PAUL JONEs ’ 

Then follows a certificate of two persons, beine 
justices of the peace of His Majesty the Kine 
England, as follows: 


Town and County of Kingston-upon-Hull: 

We, two of his Majesty’s justices of the peace for (iy 
town of Kingston-upon-Hull, aforesaid, and county o; the 
same town, do hereby certify, that John Jackson, of the say, 
town, mariner, (to whom a certificate was given, dated 
November 15, 1779, under the hands of Jobn P. Jones 
thereby promising, on behalf of the United States of Amer. 
ica, that the said John Jackson should receive half-pay, as 
a pilot, the remainder of his hfe, to commence from te date 
t .ereof, payable every six months by the American Ambas 
s.dor at the court of France,) is now living in the parish of 


| the Holy Trinity, in the town of Kingston-upon-Hull, ator 


cence of the House to read for their consideration. | 
| The first paper [ propose to read, isa copy of a 


letter, dated Philadelphia, June 27, 1788, from 
Doctor Franklin to the honorable John Jay. It 


is as follows: 


PHILADELPHIA, June 27, 1788. 

Dear Str: In arranging some old papers, I lately found 
the enclosed letter from Mr. Blunt, enclosing copy of a cer- 
tificate of Commodore Jones, in favor of John Jackson. I 
Can 
you inform me whether anything has been done for Jackson, 
in consequence of the commodore’s promise ? 

1 send you, also, two other papers, respecting services 


| formerly done the United States by Mr. Limosin, of Havre, 


and Mr. Millie, of Lisbon, for your consideration, and to be 


Please to inform me 
whether Dohrman is still in America. 


With great and sincere esteem, lam ever, my dear friend, 
yours, most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN, 
Hon. J. Jay, Esq. 


The next is a letter from Mr. James Blunt, 
referred to in the report, and is dated London, 
August 2d, 1785. It is as follows: 

LONDON, August 2, 1785. 

Sir: Well acquainted, as I am, with your sentiments of 


philanthropy and benevolence, from the testimony of those 
friends of yours whom [ have the pleasure of being ac- 


| qainted with, I deem an apology unnecessary for the liberty 


| tioned in them. 


| at Paris. 


I take of intruding on your time, as it is to lay before you a 
case of real distress. A friend of mine has shown me the 
original of the enclosed papers, and tells me the poor man 
has placed his whole dependence on the allowance men- 
He has waited for some time the arrival 
of the American ambassador at this court. to whom he has 
shown his claim, but been referred by him to Mr. Jefferson, 

If you would be so kind as to inform me whatare 


| the proper measures to be taken for assisting this poor man, 
| and your opinion on his case, you will exceedingly oblige 

me, and increase the veneration and respect which your || 
| illustrious character has excited in me. 


I beg leave to congratulate you, as well in my own name 


as in that of my father, Mr. William Blunt, and all his fam- 


suid, that he is really and surely the person in whose favor 
the said certificate was granted. 
Given under our hands, this 10th day of June, 1785, 
HENRY BROODLEY, Moeyor, 
H. ETHERINGTON, ; 


Then comes a letter from Thomas Jefferson, 
dated Paris, February 6, 1788, which was trans 
mitted to the President of Congress, from the War 
Office, by H. Knox: 


Paris, February 6, 178, 

Sir: The enclosed papers, stating the claims of John 
Jackson, an English pilot, on the justice and liberality o 
the United States, have been addressed to me, and I can 
do nothing better than to forward them to you; as I supposs 
the claim to belong, properly, to your department. | for 
merly torwarded to the President of Congress an application 
from the same person, but never learned whether anything 
was done in it. 

I have tbe honor to be, with sentiments of the most per- 
fect esteem and respect, sir, your most obedient, and most 
humble servant, TH. JEFFERSON, 

General Knox. 

Enclosed in the above was the following certif- 
cate: 


Town and County of Kingston-upon-Hull: 

We, two of his Majesty’s justices of the peace for the town 
and eounty aforesaid, do hereby certify, that John Jackson, 
of the same town, mariner, (to whom a certificate was 


| given, dated November 15, 1776, under thé hand of John P 


Jones, thereby promising, on behalf of the United States of 
America, that the said John Jackson should receive ball 
pay as a pilot, the remainder of his life, to commence from 
the date thereof, payable every six months, by the Amen 
can ambassador at the court of France,) is now living \0 
the parish of the Holy Trinity, in the town and county 0! 
Kingston-upon-Hull, aforesaid, and that he is really aud 
truly the person in whose favor the said certificate was 
granted. . 
Given under our hands, the Mth day of January, 175°. 
J. PORTER, Mayor. 
HEN. BROODLEY. 
D. ETHERINGTON 


Now, it seems to me that this evidence which 


| has been read and exhibited here is sufficient to 


justify this House in coming to the conclusion 


| that this is a just claim upon the Government, ané 


ought to be paid; and that the bill reported by the 


| committee ought to receive the sanction of the 


| ily, on your safe return to this country; and, with the sin- || 


} servant, 


cerest Wishes for your health and enjoyment, 
I remain, with great regard, sir, your faithful, humble 
JAMES BLUNT. 


Connected with this is a copy of the original 


| certificate given by Commodore Jones to this John ! this bill, which will afford relief to the only sur 


Jackson, and certified to be correct by the Secre- 
tary of State. 


Mr. POLK. I risetoa question of order, 


I 


| cannot hear what the gentleman is reading. 


Mr. GOODENOW. That certificate is as fol- 
Ows: 


House. I submit that the certificate given by 


| John Paul Jones to this unfortunate man, ough 
|| to be regarded as pledging the faith of this Gov- 


ernment to pay him the sum therein promised ‘ 


be paid to him; and that the Government, having 


| failed in his lifetime to perform an obligauor 


_ resting upon it, by virtue of that certificate, give? 


by that distinguished man, we ought now to pass 


| viving member of his family, who resides in this 


| 


city. ; 
Thee the committee will favorably consider 
this case, and instead of adopting the motion new 
ending, will direct the bill to be reported to the 
Heads: with the recommendation that it do pass. 
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” Mr. CLEVELAND. I should be happy to 
hear from the chairman of the committee in regard | 
vo this matter. It seems the gentleman upon that | 
sommittee, to whom this matter was referred, 
‘ir. Tuek,] made a favorable report. It is not 

be expected that every member of this House 
ean inform himself with regard to all question 
< they come up; hence we have to be governed 
hy the reports of the committees. i think the 
shairman of each committee, whether he is for | 
op against the report made, ought to give the | 
House the information that may be within his 
—nevession, and the benefit of his opinion upon it, 
For you all know very well, that applications to | 
Congress are referred to the .committees, and | 
that the committees divide up the labor, so that a 
.invle individual takes a case, and then, when he 
vepoyts to the committee his conclusions, with his 
-oagons therefor, a bare majority of this commit- | 
tee may be present, and they may agree to the 
report; but when the report comes to the House, 
we are to be controlled by the opinion of a sin- | 
cle man, or at the most, the opinions of three | 


8, 


, 


en. | 
| am desirous of voting for that bill, and against | 
the motion pending, provided the person who ap- 
years here as applicant, is the identical heir of this 
man,and thus has a right to come here. Yet, | 
want to know from the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions, whether there is | 
satisfactory evidence that this man is the heir of 
John Jackson, who performed the services for 
which John Paul Jones promised him pay. For, 
permit me to say, that if this Englishman, who, | 
throurh mistake, came on board of one of our ves- 
sels,and was there, by the commander, compelled 
to perform services which were essentially benefi- 
cial to the Government and the country, at that 
time, and in such services, extorted from him—he 
being the subject of another Government, and sub- 
ect to its laws—lost his arm, he certainly, above all 


other men, Should be rewarded. He was not work- | 
ing for his country for the benefit of it, but was | 


compelled to work against it for the benefit of us; 
and, if in that condition he suffered, should we 
turn round and say that, because he was not one 
of us, therefore he should not receive the compen- 
sation which our own citizens would receive for 
services similarly performed? Now, I want to 


know from the chairman of the Committee on | 


Pensions, whether this individual, who makes this 
application, is the heir of the person entitled to 
the pension, provided it be granted. 
that information to the House ? 

Mr. MILLSON. I did not desire to have any- 
thing to say upon this bill, and I should have pre- 
ferred that the committee by unanimous consent 


Will he give | 


had passed it over, until the return of the gentle- | 


man from New Hampshire, [Mr. Tuck,] who had 
considered it, and reported upon it, both to the 
committee and to this House. But the gentleman 
from Connecticut [Mr, CLevELanp] calls upon me 
for information upon the subject; and I will say that 
when this claim was reported to the committee, it 
was made a subject of conversation. I did not then 
give any examination into this case, but from the 
statement made by the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Tuck] to the committee, I remarked 
that there was, perhaps, a prima facie case in favor 
of the petitioner, and without meaning to commit 
myself as to the course I might afterwards, upon 
examination, find it my duty to take. 
thought it due to the claimant, that the pétition 
should not be stifled in the committee, but that it 
should come before the House, where it might be 
fully examined. I afterwards made some exami- 
nation of the case, and I came to the conclusion 


that the claim was not one which should receive | 


the favorable consideration of Congress. 

_After the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
Cizverann] has concluded, I may say a word 
in reference to the subject, but I will now content 
myself with responding to his specific inquiry— 
that is, whether the person now appearing as claim- 
ant, is the heir at law of the original petitioner ? 
Upon that subject I may say that I did not think 
the evidence at all satisfactory. I considered it 
as exceedingly loose. He may be the descendant 
of John Jackson, or he may not be. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. [I think that the House, 
im acting on a report, have the right to presume 
that the important fact of the right of the petitioner 
‘o ask relief of us is established before they consent 
‘o a favorable report. I think that ought to be 


Yet I | 


TH 


just claims of individuals upon us? 
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settled in the committee, and that we ought not to 
have reports made in favor of appropriations of 
money out of the Treasury without committees 
being satisfied in regard to all of the facts. I do 
not understand how the individual member of the 
committee who reported this bill could have ob- 
tained the consent of that committee—of my friend 
who is at the head of that committee—while there 
was this doubt existing in relation to the right of 
this claimant to petition as the heir of Mr. Jackson. 
| confess, from the answer I have obtained from 
the chairman of that committee, [Mr. Mrizson,] 
that lam unable to understand why this report 
has been submitted. As he intimates that he will 
enlighten the House hereafier upon the subject, 
and I have no doubt he will, I therefore leave it. 
1 go upon the supposition that the committee found 
the facts they have reported to exist; and if they 
did, sir, | ask upon what principle this committee 
is prepared to deny action in reference to this sub- 


ject? Will it be said that it shall be passed over 


because it is a stale claim? Willit be said, if we 
can successfully resista just claim for fifty or sev- 
enty years, that that is adequate compensation to 
the claimant? Are we going to establish this nice 
notion of morality, in this way, by the doubts and 
suspicions which are throw n out year after year, 
Congress after Congress, and defeat the honest and 
Will we in- 
trench ourselves behind the statute of limitations, 
and say that we will not pay it, thus taking ad- 
vantage of our own wrong? Here is the letter of 
John Paul Jones. I do not know whether it was 
heard by the whole House when read by the gen- 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. Goovenow,] but I think 
not. I will, therefore, with the leave of the House, 
read it. 

{[Mr. C. here read the certificate of John Paul 
Jones, (which is published ina preceding column, ) 
given on board the Serapis, at the ‘Texel, and dated 
November 15, 1779. ] 

I confess to you, sir, that I knew nothing of this 
claim until it was presented at the bar of the House 
this morning. It is difficult for me to conceive of 
aclaim made by the heirs of any man who per- 
formed important services to this country that ap- 
pears more meritorious from the testimony offered 
here in its support. This man, it is abundantly 
proved by the document read here, which was 
authenticated by Benjamin Franklin and the others 
concerned, rendered important service. His ser- 
vices were thought necessary for the protection of 
our liberties and property, and for the prosperity 
of our cause. He was compelled to perform these 
services against his own country and against his 
wishes; and for what? Because simply he made 
a mistake. He having suffered as he did, contrary 
to his will, in our service, and for our benefit, is it 
for us to turn around and say that we will not pay 
him therefor? or rather that we will not treat his 
heirs as we would treat the heirs of an American 
citizen? Why, sir, far be it from me to say that 
{ would not honor the draft of John Paul Jones. 
He tells this Congress that they were services for 
which he himself put his hands into his pocket 
and paid; and he also guarantied that our Govern- 
ment would be just and liberal towards him. If we 
have not recognized the claim for the services of 
this man yet, I ask upon what principle we shall 
now say that it should be resisted? If we do it at 
all, it must be on account of the long period of 
time which has elapsed since the important ser- 
vices were rendered. I do not think that is a suf- 
ficient reason; and for one | regret most sincerely 
that the gentleman who reported this bill is not 
present. I desire some member, more conversant 
with the business of the House than myself, to 
devise some way by which the matter can be post- 
poned until the member to whom I referred re- 
turns. As is suggested, I will move that the case 
be postponed till this day two weeks. 

The CHAIRMAN. A motion isalready pend- 

ing. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. I will ask the gentleman | 


who made the motion now pending, to alter it so 
as to have this matter postponed for two weeks. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. [hope this bill may be 
laid aside and left in the hands of its friends. 

Mr. CARTTER. The bill might as well be 
disposed of now, as there is a good deal of work 
upon the Private Calendar. I confess that the ob- 
ligation does not strike me as it does the honorable 


member from Connecticut. The obligation is one | 
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of the third generation removed from the man who 
suffered. Now, I believe that it did not enter into 
the economy of the pension laws of this Govern- 
ment when paying its own citizens for’ suffering 
endured anf for services performed for the Gov- 
ernment, to grant a pension aften their decease, and 
upon theother hand no such pensions were granted. 
This man died as long ago as 1815. He hved and 
died a British subjeet—the subject of an empire 
which, during the whole period of this man’s 
life, was impressing our own seamen. And who 
ever heard of the British Government rewarding 
one of our citizens who had been impressed into 
their service? But he did not live to appeal to this 
Government for it. 


The highest pretension of this 
case is, as I read it from the report, that his only 
son came to this country a British subject to ap- 
peal to this Government to grant relief—and he 
died too. With what tite? Why the conclusive 
language of the report is—with the title, as it is said, 
of his sisters. That is a beautiful kind of title in 
which to grant a pension—that a British subject 
came here some thirty-six years ago with the pre- 


| tense that he had the assignment of his sisters, and 


that he was the heir of the deceased ancestor. But 
he is dead too, and the gentleman who makes his 
appeals here now is said to be his son. In the first 
lace, the ancestor of the present applicant, a 
British subject—the son of a British subject—the 
subject of an empire who never rendered corre 

sponding immunity to the impressed ciuzens of 
the Republic—has some kind of claim; that is, his 
father was said to have received the title of his 
aunts to the claim upon this Government for a 
pension created after the death of the ancestor. 

Now my doctrine is, that this idea of granting 
pensions to the posterity of a gallant man is all 
wrong any way. ‘The pension 1s a personal ac- 
knowledgment of the Government to the personal 
chivalry and services of the citizen. And when 
a child comes forward, and asks that this Govern- 
ment shall pension services that he never performed, 
but upon the strength of the chivalry of his an- 
cestor, my reply to him is, that he had better be 
doing something else more worthy of himself. That 
I believe should be the economy of the subject. 
Here you have three generations of British sub- 
jects, the earliest ancestor of whom accidentally 
stumbled into an American privateer, and while 
there he could not get out of the way of the 
enemy’s shot. 1 understand, from statements of 
gentlemen upon the floor, that if he could have 
got out of the way, he would have been glad to 
have done so. It appears, at any rate, that he did 
not love the stars and stripes well enough to remain 
any longer than he could prevent, for he went on 
to the soil of Great Britain, died there, and now 
his descendant comes an applicant here. 

Mr. GOODENOW. The report states that he 
went on board the American vessel by mistake. 
Being on board, he was compelled by the com- 
mander to do service in piloting the ship, and 
while there he received a wound by which he lost 
anarm. I wish to say further, that the father of 
the person who now claims, died in consequence 
of a wound he received in the service at the navy- 
yard of this city. [ would respectfully inquire of 
the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] if it is 
not a fact that, upon the pension rolls of this Gov- 
ernment, there area number of persons who have 
never renounced their allegiance to Great Britain, 
and who have done good service in the cause of 
our country ? 

Mr. CARTTER. I have not examined the 
records; but if they have not done it, it 1s time 
they wereaboutit. That is all I have to say about 
that. It is timethat all such men were renouncing 
their alleziance to Great Britain or to their pension, 
one or the other. The gentleman, in his last sug- 
gestion, raised, as an additional argument in sup- 
port of the bill, in the fact that the father of the 
present applicant received in the navy-yard a 
wound of which he died. © Fetch him forward; 
let us pension him. That begins to look some- 
what plausible. He was in the American navy- 
yard, and if he received the wound spoken of, in 
the service of his country, there may be some pro- 
priety in it. But there is this ridiculous feature 
in the whole bill, and that is, the applicant ts here 
through two generations, and comes forward in 
virtue of assignments of rights of chivalry. That 
is the ridiculous feature of it—a right that did not 
exist, never was granted—a right by assignment 
of the benevolence of this Government—— 
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Mr. GOODENCW. Will the gentleman allow | 


me to interrupt him? 

Mr. CARTTER. No, sir; not now. Even 
that assignment does not appear authegticated, but 
appears in the doubtful character, that it was said 
that he had received an assignment from his spin- 
ster sisters in Great Britain of their claims to the 
chivalry of their ancestor. Now this claim, it ap- 
pears, passed through old Ben. Franklin’s hands, 
and Thomas Jefferson’s two. How did it pass 
through their patriotic hands? It was a good long 
time ago. We know the character of old Ben. 
Franklin, and we know his character was brilliant 
with jusuceand purity. How does it happen that 
this man went unrewarded under the hands of old 
Ben. Franklin? I am told, too, that it passed 
through the patriotic supervision of Thomas Jef- 
ferson. How does thia happen, that this commit- 
tee, seventy-five years afterwards, is wiser than 
these patriotic men, under whose eye these things 
transpired? This is a mystery tome. This claim, 
instead of growing strong and increasing in ex- 
cellence by age, appears to be weakened by the 
fact, thatthe actors in the drama of whichthis was 
a part, suffered these men to go unrewarded, and 
left this Congress here in 1852 to reward a man 


whe 1s said to be a grandson, for the prowess of 


his ancestor—a British subject. 
that it is all wrong. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 did not intend to offera 
word upon this subject; but as I do not often trouble 
the House with my feeble voice, I ask permission 
to make a few remarks in reply to the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,} who has just taken 
his seat. He speaks of the chivalry which we are 
asked toreward. No attempt is made to establish 
a claim upon the charity, the bounty, the justice 
of this House upon anything of that kind. It is 
the case of a man who was pressed into the ser- 
vice of our country by another, who had the moral 
right to pledge the honor of our country wherever 
he bore the flac of that country; and while this 
man was performing the duties incident to his pro- 
fession, he sufiered the loss of an arm, and when 
paid for his professional services, he was promised 
a pension to which an American pilot would have 
been entitled for such a Joss. 


My opioion is, 


The honorable gen- 


deman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrrr] strengthens his | 


argument by referring to the time to which this 
case has been postponed, and asks why it is that 
the case has never before been brought forward. 
if there is strength in that question, 
to_it gives more strength. 
upon your desk 

Mr. CARTTER, (interposing.) 
man misunderstood me. 
granted ? 

Mr. CHANDLER, (resuming.) 
was hardly prepared to be represented here, and 
there wasa Thersites, then as now, to raise his voice 


against it, or there were some 


the 
If the report which lies 


answer 





= 7 
he gentle 


I asked why it was not 


Because he 


from another State 
to postpone that act of justice which from time to 
time has been solicited from us. The gentleman 
talks, too, of postponing this species of pension, 
and putting it off to the third generation. No 
pension is asked for the grandson of this sufferer. 
No money is asked to be given to him upon that 
rround, but he comes here and appeals to our jus- 
tice for the pension that was promised under the 
faith of our nation—promised under the stars and 
stripes—under the flag of our country, borne by 
John Paul Jones. If we fail to make that out— 
if we fail to fulfill the promise of that great repre- 


sentative of ovr country, tam afraid that some of 


the people will think that the name of that ship 
was the representative of the only ** good man” 


there was about it, Is it becoming the representa- 


tives of twenty-three millions of people to stand | 


caviling upon a few dollars, because something is 
pleaded here of time past. They say he was not 
an American citizen. Why, sir, if he had been 
an American citizen, he would have been fully re- 
warded perhaps by the result of that battle in 


which he suffered and which assisted in securing | 


the independence of our country. But he was not 
an American, and was forced into the position 
against the feelings of a Briton. 
forced—because he was compelled to serve in our 
cause, are we not doubly bound to sustain the 


Because he was | 


promise made to him in the name of the country? | 


Has this Congress—have the people of this coun- 


try, or their representatives, ever doubted the ob- | 
ligations imposed upon them by Captain Paul 


Jones? Certainly not. It has been delayed, as 





everything else has 
to time. 

The man whe becomes a petitioner to this 
House, however just may be his claim, unless he 
has security in some other position than this, to 
force it through, he becomes in danger of losing 
not only his claim, but his time and the money 
which he may bring to enforce his claim here, or 
to sustain him while he isenforcing it. Our delay 
is proverbial. Shakspeare complains of the “‘law’s 
delay and the insolence of office.”” And men have 
a right to complain here of the law-makers’ delay 
and the tardiness of office. For my own part, if 
I had met a descendant of that pilot on any shore 
in the world, [ should have felt myself bound to 
satisfy his necessities and to have contributed not 
only my portion of what was due to him upon that 
promise of John Paul Jones, but if I had the pow- 
er, | should have paid to his latest generation 
every cent I had. The Congress of the United 
States protesting a claim of Paul Jones because it 
is outlawed by time! But we are told that the 
British nev er pay. It has been the glory of that 
wrong-doing country that it always pays. It 
paid the contemptible traitor who would have be- 
trayed to them our fortressin New York. It paid 
him well in money, in position, and contempt, as 
every traitor deserves to be at the hands of an 
honest people, who may in the time of war have 
employed him. Having impressed that man into 
the service of our country, and exposed him to 
the loss of alimb, do we now say that the time has 
passed?—do we talk of the chivalry? Why, is 
that the chivalry in this Congress, that will suffer 
the promise of Paul Jones, made in the name of 
Iris country, to be nullified, non-fulfilled by that 
country? — ‘ 

I do not wish to occupy the attention of this 
House further; but it appears to me to be one of 
those claims which, if it were not so well founded 
as it is, it would become us Americans to pass at 
once, and wash our hands ofsuch acharge as we 
may be liable to, by our neglect. Get us not pro- 
test a draft upon our honor, and that of our ances- 
tors. I trustthat not a word more will bethougcht 
necessary upon the question, and thet we shall 
pass the dill as it is,and as itought to be. 

Mr. MILLSON. Duringthe somewhat lengthy 
remarks of the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. 
CreveLann! he addressed to me a series of inqui- 
ries, which [ could not answer at once. I deter- 
mined to await the conclusion of his address in 
order that | might give a suitable time to a reply. 

The gentleman, however, after making an in- 
quiry-——one of a series—paused and requested an 
immediate answer. In compliance with the gen- 
tleman’s request, I gave him as much information 

t could furnish, 


as i 


been delayed here, from time 


and stated, in accordance with 
his own urgent entreaty, that I would, after he 
had finished his remarks, make the further re- 
sponse which he seemed to invite. And for this 
the gentleman has remarked that I have declared 
that J mean to enlighten the House upon 


question ! 


this 


Sir, the centleman must have strong confidence 
in his own power to enlighten the House, for he 
gets up and declares that he knows nothing about 
the ense: professes to be seeking information; 
complains that the chairman of thecommittee who 
reported the bill did not volunteer to give informa- 
tion to the Honse, obtains but one reply—but one 
item of information from the source to which he 
addressed himself, and that notat all favoring the 
views of the petitioners; and then starts away and 
goes on to deliver an elaborate argument in favor 
of the claim, the merits of which he seems to know 
perfectly; and not only does he urge original argu- 
ments im favor of the claim, but he undertakes in 
advance to anticipate the arguments which might 
be urged, and which he supposed would be urged 
against him. 
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| the committee to give such information {, 


thing 1 did—although myself opposed to thei» 

was to suggest that it should ts passed he 
general consent, in order that the gentleman fro. 
New Hampshire, (Mr. Tucx,] who reported 


might have an opportunity of vindicating j). 


But since the gentleman from Connecticn: see, 
to suppose that it is the duty of the chairy nad 
F ; ; the 
House as may be in his possession, and as , 
haps it is a reasonable expectation that he sh, 
do so, I will say that the elaim is one whi 
examination, | cannot give my support to. 

The committee are already aware that this ela; 
originated very early in the revolutionary wo, 
This man, James Jackson, having boarded {he vex 
sel commanded by Paul Jones, became, of cours, 
a prisoner of war. He was detained as a prison, 
of war, and his services as a pilot were demanded 
by Paul Jones. During an engagement that soon 
afterwards ensued, he had the misfortune to Jog. 
an arm, and Paul Jones then, sympathizing wi) 
his position, made him a gratuity of one hundred 
ducats, and gave him a paper by which he prom. 
ised that Jackson should receive during his lif. 
time a pension from the United States. 

Well, Jackson lost no time in preferring his 
claim against the United States. The demand 
was made against the Continental Congress, before 
the adoption of the present Constitution. Ther. 
was, it is saidga favorable report made by the 
committee to whom that claim was referred: by: 
certain it is, that Congress did not grant the clair 
They had then as ample materials for investigating 
its merits as we can possibly have at this time 
but the claim was not allowed. 

It was subsequently renewed. In the year 1836, 
an application was made to the Congress of th 
United States to redeem the promise made by Pay) 
Jones, and an adverse report was made from 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to which thy 
petition had been referred. I have that repo 
here, but I do not deem it necessary to have ir 
read. In the year 1842, the petition was again 
preferred, and a report was made from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, rejecting the claim. | 
will send that report to the Clerk to be read. 

The Cierx read the report, as follows: 

That this case has been reported on by various commit 
tees unfavorably. In 1841, it was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, who made the following report: 

** Mr. Dickerson, from the Committee on Nava! Affaiss, 
to whom was referred the petition of James Jackson, re 
ported : 

“ That they find, among the papers submitted to them, a 
petition purperting to be the petition of James Jackson, o! 
England, setting forth that bis father, John Jackson, while 
resident in England, was decoyed on board the America: 
ship Ron Homme Richard, by Commodore John Pau! Jones 
in 1779, and compelled to serve as a pilot on board that 
ship ; that he was in the action with the Serapis and Count 
ess of Scarborough, and in that action had his arm shotofi, 
and was otherwise wounded; and that Commodore Jone 
then promised him that Congress would pay him $300, and 
give him a suitable pension tor life, and gave him a certifi- 
cate to that effect. That, for certain causes, his father 
never applied to Congress for the fulfillment of the promise 
contained in this certificate; but, after his father’s death, 
he, the petitioner, with his brother and sister, delivered this 


er 









f 
‘ea 


| original certificate to Richard Toltie, Fsq., Vice Convut of 


the United States at Kingston-upon Hull, in Great Britain, 
who piaced the papers in the hands of William Davy, Esq. 
then Consul of the United States for Kingston,upon-Huil, 
for the purpose of forwarding them te the President of tle 


| United States, with such request as might be proper in tie 


Now, Tam not here a volunteer in this discus- |! 


sion. The House will do me the justice to recol- 
lect that I exhibited no disposition to take part in 
this controversy. The gentleman from Connect- 
icut comes forward as a volunteer, and so exceed- 


ingly belligerent and martial is his disposition, that 


| he constrains me to offer such information to the 


House as I might possess, and then complains 


claim. Sir, | have made no opposition to the 
claim. I have exhibited no purpose to oppose it. 
[ have said not a word in opposition to the views 
of the petitioners. 





ease. The petitioner claims the $300 and the amounto! 
pension to which his father would have been éntitied for lis 
life. This petition is not even signed by the petitioner, 4 
is no otherwise verified but by a certificate of Richard To! 
tie, the Vice Consn! referred to in the petition, whio cou 
firms, generally, the facts stated in the petition; but Ux 
certificate of Commodore Jones, referred to in the petition, 
is not produced, nor is there any reason assigned why it} 
not produced. 

* It does not appear when John Jackson died, but it must 
have been 2 short time previous to the 17th April, }54, 
when the papers were delivered to the Vice Consul. 

‘No reason is assigned why John Jackson did not make 
the application in his lifetime. He must have been an old 
man, and the petitioner, James Jackson, was between /or'y 
and fifty years of age before his father’s death. 

“The committee are of opinion that the testimony in We 
case is entirely too loose and unsatisfactory to make it their 
duty even to inquire whether the petitioner would be entitled 


| to relief if his case was made out in point of fact.’ 


Since this report was imade, the certificate of Commodore 


, Jones has been found, by which it appears that there w% 


no promise to pay John Jackson £300, a3 alleged by the 
memorialist, nor is the fact stated by him that the said John 


| Jackson was paid 100 ducats by Commodore Jones. Neither 


|| is it a fact that John Jackson was decoyed on board the Bon 


that I have come here to make opposition to this || Homme Richard, but he boarded her in consequence of bis 


| own mistake, supposing her to be a British ship. There 


‘ | Congress, but there bas been no action upon it. “ 
So far from it, the very first || of debt for the $300 not existing, and the pension not having 


was, however, a promise by Commodore Jones to pay = 
a pension ; and, in 1785, the subject was hones ~ 
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» allowed by the United States, the committee, without 
teen ato the question how far a right would have accrued 
“s memorialist had the promise of Commodore Jones 
oe recognized by Congress, do not discover any ground 


ieh a claim can be made by the petitioner. 


beet 
won WwW! 
vr. MILLSON, (resuming. ) I have now, in 
ompliance with the request of the gentleman from 
Connecticut, given to the House all the informa: 
on which 1 possess in reference to this case. I 
ve wot attempted to argue it. 1 have simply laid 
fore tne ELouse such facts as I was informed of. 
Now. | do not know why this claim was not 
;wed by the Continental Congress. There is, | 
wwever, very strong reasons for the conclusion 
hat they had some information at that day which 


ve d it possess Row. 

‘Here a message was received from the Presi- 
of the United States, by M. P. Firtmore, 

gq. his Private Secretary. } 

Mr. M. continued: Whilst I was ready at all 

es to answer any questions that might be put 

me, | had no disposition to take part in this de- 
bate. 1 did not intend to do so until I was abso- 
lately compelled to say what I have said, by the 
-equest of the gentleman trom Connecticut. 

This much, however, I will say, In conclusion, 

-eference, not only to this case, but to all the 
«ases which come before this House. I have 
wong thought that no clain should be allowed by | 
the Congress of the United States, unless it was | 
so well established as to preclude every reasonable | 
doubt. Remember that these petiuoners who 
come, seeking the aid of Congressional legislation, 
select their own evidence; they take the affidavits 
of such witnesses only as will forward their de- | 
mands; and they take very good care not to seek | 
evidence in those quarters where its effect would be 
disadvantageous, and the United States have no 
privilege of cross-examination. The case is wholly 
ud strictly ex parle. The very shaping of the 
ifidavits themselves 1s left to the petitioner or his 
junsel, and it may very well happen that a wit- 
ness is made te say what he never intended to say, 
by the adoption of a particular phraseology in re- 
earsing his testimony. The applicant is not 
barred by any rejection of his claim. He has the 
rivilere of coming again and again and asking 
at relief which may have been twenty times 
denied. If with all these advantages—the advan- 
ge of selecting his own opportunity of present- 
ing the cloim, the right to select his own witnesses, 
exemption from the embarrassment of a cross- 
examination, the privilege of giving body and 
form to his own testimony, and the right to repeat | 
his demand after twenty rejections of his claim— | 
if, | say, with all these advantages, he is not en- 
abled to establish his claim to the satisfaction of 
the House, and without a reasonable doubt, then | 
it does seem to me that the House should refuse | 
the relief which is sought. 

My opinion has been asked about this claim, 
and therefore I will say, without giving any of 
the reasons suggested by that opinion, that | am 
not satisfied of the justice of the claim, and that it | 
was my intention to have given a silent vote | 
against the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam not going to enter into | 
a discussion as to the merits of this claim at all. | 
But the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Cieve- | 
LAND] requested, that whoever made the motion | 
to lay this bill aside with a recommendation that | 
t do net pass, would withdraw that motion. I | 
made that motion, and I wish to say to the gen- | 
leman from Connecticut, that I cannot withdraw 
t, and I will give him the reasons very briefly. 

I listened with a great deal of attention to the | 
argument of the postions from New Hampshire, | 
Mr. Tucx,] who made the report: in this case, 
and who seemed deeply interested in getting the | 
committee to pass the bill, but there was nothing 
in that argument, or in the -evidence adduced, 
which went to convince me that this man is the 
heir of John Jackson at all. After having inves- 
ugated the case as far as | was able, | have come 
0 the conclusion, that this claimant has never es- | 
tablished the slightest right to receive one dollar | 

at our hands. 

That is the reason why I made the motion, that 
this bill be laid aside to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. I 
hope that motion will prevail. At all events, I 
shall not withdraw it. 


= BOWIE. 1 ask that the bil! may again be | 
read. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


honorable gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Mri | 
son,} and the honorable gentleman from Ohio 
who has just taken his seat, the most serious ob- 
jection urged by them to this bill, isa doubt as 
to the true character of the parties now petitioning 
for relief. 


from Marvland, that although that is one objec- 
tion with me—and an insurmountable one—to the || ment, a doubtfulone. 
allowance of this claim, 1 have other very creat 
objections to it. 


jections which have been urged upon this floor, as 
to the reality of the heirs petitioning for relief. time 


bill, they will observe that it directs the Secretary 
of the Treasury to pay this money to the lewal || the doors of our predecessors—came to the doors 
heirs of John gackson. Now, lL apprehend it will 
be incumbent upon the Secretary of the Treasury, 
if this bill passes— , 


{ 
a word of explanation : | payment of this debt. 


stocd as saying that the principal objection I have 
to the bill is, that there is not sufficient proof that 
the present claimant is the heir of John Jackson. 
In response to an inquiry of the gentleman from || indorsed by the Governme 
Connecticut, I said that { did not feel satisfied of 
that proof; but 1 never said that was the on!y ob- 
jection I had to the bill. 
mittee, with a view to obviate that possible objec- 

tiongit was agreed that the money should be pay- . 
able—if paid at all—to the legal representatives of 

this man. 


weighed with other members of the House, as it 
certainly did with me, I will ask the indulgence of 
the committee for a few moments while I advert 
to it. 


bill, that it will become incumbent upon the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, if this bill passes, to take 
every legal precaution to ascertain who are the 
heirs of John Jackson. 
common law requires to establish the existence of 
that heirship is not submitted to him, the Treas- 
ury will never have to pay this claim. 


I think-is sufficiently answered by the brief re- 
marks J have made, it seemsto me that there never 


this House than is now made to it. 
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————_——— ——_— iden 


The Clerk read the bill. 
Mr. BOWIE. 


it ; 

| a descendant of one who rebelled against them? 
If I correctly understood the | Nay,are we not witnessing day after day the 
most honorable exhibition upon the part of that 
Gov ernment—ofthe payment of claims to the heirs 
of those who emigrated to this country half a cen- 
tury ago? I think we may well be instructed by 
our enemies, if we are to regard the British nation 
as ourenemy. Let us at least follow their exam- 
ple in meting out justice in regard to this claim 
lt is not a stale claim, and it is not, in my judg- 
It has received the sanction 
| of the men of the Revolution—men who were ac- 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I will say to the gentleman 


quainted with all the eircumstances of the case. 


Mr. BOWIE. laddress myself now to the ob- | It is 


not, as has been s rid, involved in the sus- 
| picion thatit has never been asserted in the life- 
the claimant. Gentleman are mistaken 


If gentlemen have attended to the reading of the | when they suppose so 


It is true that there is no 
evidence that the claimant, in his lifetime, came to 


of Congress and invoked relief. No, the Govern 
| ment of that day did not require that a petition 
| should bepresented. The Minister of Fore en Af 

fairs then called the attention of Congress to the 
’ Our records establish this 
fact beyond all doubt. Then it was considered of 
sufficient dignity and importance to require the 
first officer of the Government to cal! the attention 
of Congress to this claim. But now no claim can 
be established in Congress without not only being 


Mr. MILLSON. 


Will the gentleman allow me 


Mr. BOWIE. Certainly. 
Mr. MILLSON. I did not meen te be under- 


' nt, but it must also be 
stained by political influence Now I hope 
centliemen willtake some interest inthis claim. I 
I recollect that in com- | hope they will set an example of their determina 
| tion to examiune private claims and to sustain them 
whenever they are found to be well founded. 

I bee leave to advert for 2 moment to an im 
| portant idea thrown out by the honorable gentle 
Mr. BOWIE. Supposing that objection to have || men from Virginia, [Mr. Mirzson,] that we 
, | should not grant any claim presented here, unless 
| it is established beyond all doubt, because the tes 
timony is ex parte. Whose fault, | ask, ts that? 
Has this Government established any tribunal in 
which examination on both sides can be had? 
Have not the people of the United States, me 
after time, invoked this House to establish a com- 
mission of claims by which the rights of the Gov 
| ernment would be protected? How can the evi- 

dence be otherwise than ex perte, under the present 
circumstances, in the establishment of a claim ? 
| Surely, then, that which is a political necessity, 
should not be raised as an objection against this 
| claim. Let the Government establish a tribunal, 
i and let it throw open the doors of justice. Let it 
vas a stronger appeal to the sense of justice of || establish the ordinary means of proof, or not ex 
Here is a || clude petitioners who have not established their 
person who was one of the first victims of the || claims by unquestionable evidence. Do not let us, 
Revolution on the sea—a man exhibiting to this || who are the representatives of the people, throw 
House the bond of the nation written in the blood || that blame upon our constituents who are asking 
of its first victories, and asking that the faith of || justice at the hands of the powers that be. 
the nation, pledged under those solemn ciream- | Mr. CHANDLER. W ill the gentleman allow 
stances, shall be redeemed. me to state one fact before the question is taken? 
What answer can you give? Gentleman say | I desire to ask if this claim has not been examined 
there is not sufficient evidence—they say the claim || thoroughly both in this Hall and at the other end 
isastale one. Those gentlemen have forgotten || of the Capitol? I learn that a bill relating to this 
that it comes here indorsed by the Congress of || case was passed by both Houses, and that tt was 
1785. They have forgotten that the claim presents || Jost on its way from this House to the President’s 
on its face the certificates of members of Congress || House. . 
in the year 1785. It is a claim, not only for the [Cries of * Question ?? ¢* Question !""} 
loss of an arm—for premature mutilation—but it Mr. CLEVELAND. When gentlemen re 
is a claim for saving the lives of twenty sailors of || proach others with not becoming acquainted w ith 
the ship of war Bon Homme Richard. If gen- || reports until the cases to which they refer come 
tlemen will turn to the report, they will find it || up here for action, | must beg to refer them to the 
stated that— fact, that this House wae organized in the appoint 
“Jt further appears to your committee, from a letter of || ment of its committees with reference to the opin- 
Captain Jones, epee mane 3 — ions of members, and not their merits; hence gen- 
Bile Setapic, Ow board Jackson's pilot boat, and that || temen should not come here and reproach those 
who were not quite as fortunate as themselves, if 


when Captain Jones found it impossible to prevent the ‘ 
Bon Homme Richard from sinking, Jackson’s pilot boat || jt be fortunate, in being selected as one of the 
| favored few. It is certainly, in my judgment, not 


was of singular service in saving the men, particularly 
the OTe aoe Ot ed had ak ie been fumntehed with | becoming gentlemen occupying those posts, under 
the means of saving them.” such circumstances, to reproach others because 
Here is the most conclusive proof that the lives || they take part in the business of the House for 
of twenty seamen who first embarked in the war | which they are in part responsible. ; 
of the Revolution, and who were subjected to all Mr. DANIEL. I rise toa question of order 
the hazards of that war—that twenty men were || I think the eentleman from Connecticut (Mr 
saved through the agency of this man, and that he | CLeveranp] has already spoken two or three times 
not only saved them, but reduced himself to want | upon this bill. ‘a , ; ‘ . 
by the hazards which he involuntarily incurred. TheCH AIRMAN, Noother gentleman c aime 
Gentlemen tell us that he is entitled to no merit || the floor, and therefore it was in order for the gen- 
because he was an Englishman—because he wasa || tleman from Connecticut to speak. If any other 
subiect of the British Government. Mr. Chair- || gentleman had claimed the floor, the Chair would 
man, has the British Government acted upon that | not have awarded it to that gentleman. ott al 
principle towards us? Have they refused to pay | Mr. CLEVELAN D, (continuing.) My ani 
‘the claims of an American citizen because he was '' wish was to elicit from the gentleman from Vir 


It is certainly clear, from the language of the 


If such proof as the 


Putting out of view, then, this objection, which 
















































































































































































































































































oll 


ginia (Mr. Mitisow] an opinion; and I 
meant to do it in the kindest manner, having no 
feelings towards that gentleman but those of the 
utmost kindness. But I say, in regard to this 
matier, that when the report was read, and the 
letters were read by the gentleman from Maine, 
[Mr. GoopEnow,} it appeared to me that it was 
one of those cases which deserved the favorable 
consideration of the House, but which, against 
all equity, against all justice, was in danger of 
being defeated; and that was the reason why | 
interposed to say anything upon the subject. 

Now, | ask, and | hope gentlemen will answer 
me candidly, whether they would hesitate one 
moment to vote a man a pension who had suffered 
in the late’-war with Mexico precisely in the | 
manner this man did, in the war of the Revolu- 
tion? Sir, that man does not have the honor of 
holding a seat upon this floor, who would have 
voted against it. I do not hesitate to say, that if 
a man had suffered in one of our ships during the 
Mexican war, as this claimant suffered, there is 
not a man upon this floor who would have resisted 
a claim for bis relief. Is it not proper for us, in 
this case to inquire whether anything has been 
done in regard to this matter; or whether there is 
anything concerning it which should place this 
applicant in a worse condition than if: the events 
to which the claim relates had occurred more re- 
cently? Let us Jook at the matter for a moment. 
Has there been any consideration paid to this man 
for being compelled to serve against his country, 
and to suffer as he did in the service of our coun- 
try? Has thiscountry ever rewarded this import- 
ant service, thus forced from a man who was 
under no obligation to serve us? I answer, No, | 
never! Is ita stale claim, which has never been 
presented here? So far from this, the gentleman 
who is at the head of the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions—the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Mi.tson|—admits that it was presented early, 
and that it has been pursued down to the present 
time. When the gentleman from Virginia pre- 
sented that information I could not help thinking 
that by the time the State of Virginia gets her 
$120,000, which she is now petitioning Congress 
for, that she would meet with about as many 
difficulties as we have met with in endeavoring to 
do justice to this unfortunate man—I mean the 
claim which the State of Virginia has before this 
House, of about the same age, of $120,000, to be 
paid out of the public Treasury, for money which | 
she advanced towards the completion of this Cap- 
itol. A report has been made against it in the 
Senate. I am inclined to believe that report is 
wrong. Ionly mention it for the purpose of illus- 
tration. 

Mr. MILLSON, (interrupting.) Does the gen- 
tleman know that I am in favor of that claim? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Certainly not. I am 
only showing that this is not the only stale claim 
before the Congress of the United States. That is 
all. Ido not know whether the gentleman from 
Virginia is in favor of it or against it: I only know 
that such a claim is here. I ask if, from the time | 
this man first presented his claim down to the 
present day, there has been any abandonment of 
1t by himself or his heirs? 


l answer no. 
we ever paid one cent towards that claim? 
swer no, 


Have 
I an- 
I then put this question to the House: 
Are we under obligations—honorable obligations 
~—-to pry him for his sufferings or to pay it to his 
children? [Is it a good answer to say that because 
he is dead, his heirs shall not have what was due 
to him, in his lifetime? That would be a strange 
doctrine. If we have failed to pay to a man in his 
lifetime what was rightfully due him, justice re- 
quires that we should pay it to his legal heirs after 
his death, If gentleman will examine into this 
matter, they will find that this man performed im- 
portant service for us, and in so doing suffered the 
loss of an arm; now he comes forward by his heirs 
and claims his just reward which has never been 
paid him; and the question arises, whether we will 
take advantage of the length of time which has 
elapsed since his service was rendered and say we 
will not pay it? T am told that a favorable report 
was made in this case some fifteen or twenty years 
ago. I have sent for that report. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will state to the gentle- 
man that I was mistaken when I stated that fact. 
I find upon examination that it was a bill for the 


relief of the heirs of John Paul Jones to which I 
referred. 





—— 


certainly | Mr. CLEVELAND. I had some doubts about 


| were they? 





the matter. But whether a favorable report has 
been made on it or not, makes no. difference— 
whether a former Congress has rejected the claim 
or allowed it makes no difference with me. 

There is a disposition to disregard the just claims | 
of individuals presented here; there is an indisposi- 
tion to give them that careful attention which they 
should receive at the hands of a tribunal, the only | 
one upon earth before which they can prefer claims 
of this character against the Government. But 
when this arzument is used, it seems to me it is 
adding insult to former injustice. How many are 
there who take the trouble to inform themselves in 
regard to these claims? Very few. What is the 
general feeling? It is this: Away with the claim; 
some speculator has got hold of it, and we will vote 
against it. This bugbear—I use the word inten- 
tionally—this bugbear, that agents and specula- 
tors are going to reap the benefits,§as prevented a 
laree number of honest claims from receiving that 
consideration which they are entitled to. As to 
this bill, I never heard of it until this morning, but 
it is not for me to stop my earsand shut my eyes, 
and refuse to do my duty in regard to a petitioner, 
merely because some one whispers in my ear, or 
whispers about the House, that an agent is doing 
something wrong aboutit. In that way an honest 
man has no better chance than a knave. It is our 
duty, permit me to say—and I say it very respect- 
fully to the House—to give these privateclaimants 
afair and impartial hearing; and if we find that 
they have merits in their claims, let us never offer 
as an apology for the tardy justice we are called 
upon now to render, that they have been rejected 
and rejected, until they have wasted more, in 
coming here to ask justice at our bands, than the 
original claim was worth. I know of many such 
instances, where men, withas legal, just, and right- 
eousclaimsagainst the Government as ever man-had 
against his fellow-man, were delayed, and delayed, 
until they had expended more money inasking jus- 
tice of Congress, who ought, willingly and prompt- 
ly to have done justice to them, than the original 
claim amounted to. I have no fear of the cry that 
I am disposed to be extravagant. I am disposed 
to be just, and make this Government pay its 
honest debts. Iam the last man living who will 
consent, as one of the two hundred and thirty- 
three triers here, to crush a private individual and 
his claim, because Government can do it with im- 
punity. It is asystem of dishonesty to which I | 
never intend to become a party. But when I make 
that remark, I do not intend to reflect upon any 
member of this House. I mean to say that I fear 
we are too inconsiderate and regardless of the | 
rights of individuals, merely because they are in- 
dividuals. But, sir, let any question arise touch- 
ing the claim or prospects of any presidential as- 
pirant who could, if elected, return favors for fa- 
vors granted, how ready we should be, how eager 
every member would be to inform and commit 
himself in favor of the individual, because there | 
mightthen bea return. Sir, the selfishness which 
induces members to sacrifice the rights of honest 
claimants for the purpose of gaining popularity as 
economists, or from carelessness and inattention, 
deserves to be rebuked, and so faras my voice‘and 
vote will accomplish that object, it shall be done. 

Mr. AVERETT. Mr. Chairman, ! do notrise 
for the purpose of prolonging this debate, but to 
protest against its protraction. I have no doubt 
that the committee have been ready to vote upon 
this case for the last hour. 1 desire prompt and 
faithful attention to the bills on the Calendar. But, 
if the time allotted to their consideration is to be 
consumed by such lectures as we have just heard, 
just claims will be defeated, and new arguments 
furnished to those who desire the establishment 
of a new department of Government, to facilitate 
the getting of money from the Treasury. We 
need no such new wheel to be added to the already 
too complicated machinery of Government. If we 
fail to do justice to claimants, it is not because we 
cannot, but because we will not. 

Mr. HOWARD. It appears to me that this 
claim had its origin in clear legal liabilities. What 
A British subject was taken a pris- | 
oner upon an American man-of-war, and is com- 
pelled to serve in an action against his own Gov- 
ernment. 
nations, and the law of war. John Paul Jones 
understood that law when he gave that certificate. | 
He knew what he was about when he promised | 


ONAL GLOB 


Feb. 





, 


He 





to pay that man half pay for life as pilot 
knew that in compelling that man to serve apain 
his own country, he had violated the laws of sg 
tions, and the laws of war, and he endeavored ;, 
make him the only compensation in his Dower. 
which was a pecuniary one. Now, ther : 
objection in this world against this claim, exes, 
its age, and this Government is clearly boun "a 
make him an equitable compensation for the jyinn. 


e is no 


, , : ; 7 Jury 
| which was done to him, in violation of the laws, 
war and of nations. That is the origin and fy). 


dation of this claim; and when this certificate ya. 
given to him by John Paul Jones, at the time » 
was clearly felt to be a legal obligation, and ;., 
which an individual has a right to claim of a, 
tion, at whose hands he suffers wrong by a yio\,. 
tion of public law. This seems to me too clear fo, 
argument. This claim has never been paid. ]; 
ought to be paid to some one, and it is one whieh 
goes to the heirs of Mr. Jackson, whoever they 
may be. ; 

[Cries of ** Question!”’ ‘* Question!”’] 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I do not intend to jngje, 
a speech upon the committee at this time. I wish 
to call its attention to a few facts; and if they ay, 
satisfactorily established, this claim ought to be 
allowed. 

The first fact is this: Are the committee satisfied 
that John Paul Jones gave the certificate set out jy 
the report in this case? I understand that it js 
proved. If that fact is established, and satisfye. 


ie 


| torily to this House, it seems to me it establishes 


the claim, and that we ought to make remunera- 
tion to the heirs of this man. The second factis, 


| whether the heirs of this man are to be benefited 


| by this claim. 


Now, upon that point, the gentle. 
man from Pennsylvamia (Mr. Cuanpzer} has 


_ fully answered the objection which has been mac 


It will be the duty of the Secretary, by the pro- 
visions of this act, as it is here presented, to allow 
this claim only when the proof of that fact shall 
be adduced before him. Now, as regards this 


| claim, if the members of the committee are satis- 
fied that John Paul Jones gave the certificate, it 


seems to me that it is a just and righteous one, 
and one to which this Congress ought to respond. 


| But, in relation to the other fact, certainly there 


| rier. 


_er he should remain upon deck. 


| English in that particular. 


| not be entitled to compensation? 


can no question be raised here in reference to it. 
Mr. WALSH. I wish to consider the view of 
the question as taken by the gentleman from Tex- 
as, [Mr. Howarp,] that it was a violation of the 
rules of war and of the laws of nations. A sin- 


| gular contrast to the conduct in that action— 


though it resulted in the necessity of the case—is 


| presented in the battle between the Constitut 


and Guerrier, an account of which we have lately 
heard from a prisoner of war on hoard the Guer- 
As the Constitution approached, and its 
American character was ascertained, this prisoner 
made an appeal to the commander, Dacres, wheth- 
The commander 
replied, ‘* No, sir; I have no right to keep you in 
such a position. Go below.’’ I trust we shell 
have something like a disposition to imitate the 
Now, there can be no 
doubt but that this man was entitled to indemnity 
Suppose that under this pressure of war we hed 
seized his goods and chattels, and taken away 
those important means of his livelihood, would 1 
I do not rise, 
however, to present even this view, and I do not 
mean to detain the committee long, but I rise © 
object to this plea of the statute of limitation. | 
object to itin principle. I object to it because there 
are too many men in this nation who will follow 


| the example of the Government; and I hope this 


| that where the 


House will look not only to its own dignity, De 
only to what is right, but to the rights of partes 
who come before them as claimants; and that 1! 
will, in relation to agreat public example, set their 
face against the plea. And I will say in addition, 
overnment has thought proper \° 


| rely upon the lapse of time as a means of defence 
against claims, they have provided for it in ther 


statutes. oe 
Now let me further say, thatof all the things " 

the world the plea of the statute of limitations 

against revolutionary claims is the most deficient 


of merit. Something has been said of the Cont 


Now this is contrary to the law of || 





nental Congress. Why, did they pay all their 
responsibilities? Are we to be told at this time that 
the Government has faithfully discharged all its 


duties, and paid all the claims against it? If we in- 


. . . 


troduce the plea of limitation upon a case where the 
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grst of the actors in the scene was most competent | give it. The legal ground was this: A law was | beginning of the quarter after its official notifica- 
rs : : - 


e decide upon it, | ask you what is to become of 
et Jaim of the representative of Baron De Kalb, 
‘of those of a host behind who are to come in 

j claim this amount out of the public Treasury, 
a pension, but as a debt which they are | 
: -itled to just as much as if their ancestors had 
-arped so much by the sweat of their brow, and it 
bad been wrongfully taken from their hands by 
i. action of the Government? And what is to 


th 
wit 


] 
i 


the 4 : 
i name of that class of claims, founded upon the 
per 5 - . ° . ' ' 
wramise of Washington? There is a remarkable 


oatry in that valuable publication—the accounts of 
chat illustrious man kept during the revolutionary 
war—~and he leaves this legacy, and puts it ina 
ote, upon one of its pages, that he has received 
aeistances from the members of parties on both 
odes of the line, in regard to his-revolutionary ef- 
forts. ‘That they have assisted him in the various 
saves of his struggles, and commends them to the 
benevolence and justice of the Government. He 
yses this remarkable language: ‘* Whenever they 

, presented I trust to my country, or to the 
councils of my country, to pay them.”’ I give the 
gubstance of his language, not his phraseology. 
Will we repudiate the faith of Washington? If 
this claim had come backed by Washington’s 
promise—a promise of the description referred 
wo—would we have had the spirit to set up repu- 
diation, or the statute of limitation? I imagine 

And shall we not say—though not so holy 4 
as the word of Washington—that there is some- 
thing in the faith of John Paul Jones, pledged as 
itwas under the solemnities of that action, that 
eqtitles his word to be considered, regarded, and 
enforced at the hands of the American Congress? 

The question then recurring upon the motion to 
lay the bill aside,with a recommendation that it do 
I it pass— 

Mr. CHANDLER demanded tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. CuanpLer and Po.k 
were appointed, 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
renorted—ayes 53, noes 77. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House with the recommendation chat it do 

198, 


GUSTAVUS A. DE RUSSY. 


The committee next proceeded to the consider- 
ation of bill No. 96—a bill for the relief of Gus- 
tavus A, De Russy, late an acting purser in the 
Navy. 

The reading of the report being called for, it was 
read by the Clerk. 

Mr. DANIEL. [It will be seen that this bill | 
proposes not only to allow the difference between | 
what pursers were receiving when this clerk was | 
first appointed and the compensation of a purser 
under the act of 1842, but the interest upon that | 
money. I can see no reason why the interest 
should be allowed in this case. I do not know 
when this case was first presented for adjustment; 
I move, therefore, to strike out **$514 14,” and in 
its stead to insert ‘* $362.’ That is the principal 
exclusive of the interest. 

_ Mr. BOCOCK. The report which has just 
been read at the Clerk’s desk was drawn by my- | 
self as a member of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, and 1 thought it was proper and just to 
allow this man interest upon the money claimed. 
I do not see what ground the gentleman from 
North Carolina assumes when he contends that | 
interest ought not to be allowed. Does the gen- 
tleman mean to say to this House: that interest 
ought never to be paid by this Government upon 
adebt that it owes to an individual? Does the 
gentleman mean to take any such ground as that? 
Where there is a clear, ascertained, balance due 
aman for services rendered, does he rise upon 
this floor, and say, if the Government does not 
chose to pay that debt, but holds the man out 
of it year after year, that when at length it does | 
make payment, it ought not to pay the interest? 
f the gentleman means to take any such ground 


as that, I say for one, that I dissent from it, and || 


appeal to the House to say whether it is not an 
Improper ground. I put the claim of this man, in 
the report which has just been read, upon legal 
grounds. I say that he had a right to demand this 
money. I say, furthermore, that the highest offi- 


passed here some time, I think, in the course of 
the summer of 1842, changing the pay of pursers. 


It may be proper to state here, that the. gentle- 


man from North Carolina himself concedes that 
this man was entitled to the pay of a purser, just 
as if he was legally appointed purser for the time 
he was performing these services. Then, that 
being conceded, come to the other point. A law 
was passed during the summer of 1842 changing 
and increasing the pay of pursers. There was a 
provision in that law that it should go into opera- 
tion as to the persons in the home squadron from 
|| the time ofits passage, and to all persons abroad 
from the commencement of the first quarter after 
proclamation thereof shall be made. Now, some 
time in the month of December of the year 1842, 
the commander of the squadron received intelli- 
gence of the passage of the law, and he made 
proclamation from the Commodore’s flag-ship. 
That proclamation the officers say applies to the 
whole squadron under his command. Informal 
notice was carried to this ship, which had been 
detailed to cruise on the African coast. The 
man himself did not receive formal notice of it, 
but the Commodore had received notice, and had 
made proclamation from the flag-ship, which was 
anoticetothe wholesquadron. Well, if this isso, 
it entitled him to his pay under the new law. The 
new law had been passed months before. He 
came here and he claimed pay under the new law. | 
The Second Auditor, the accounting officer, refused 
to allow it. He then appealed to Commodore 
Warrington, who said that he was entitled to it; | 


but the Second Auditor still refused to allow it. 
He then appealed to Judge Mason, Secretary of 
the Navy, and he said that he was legally entitled 
to it, but the Second Auditor still refused, and he 
now comes before the House. Now, the position 
I take is, that it ought to have been paid him at 
the time; that he had a right toit,and that it wasa 


just and legal demand; and that it being a sum for 


which he had had a legal right to make demand, 
that interest ought to be paid upon it from the day 
on which it ought to have been paid to him The 
difficult and responsible services this man had to 
perform upon the barren and desolate coast of 
Africa, the responsibility upon his hands, are all 
set forth in the report, and 1 shall not detain the 
House with the details again. In my judgment 
the interest ought to be paid. 

Mr. DANIEL. I-did not intend to place my- 
self, by the motion I have made, upon new rround 
in reference to this matter. It 1s a well-estab- 


| lished principle, that the Government, as a general 


rule, does not pay interest, I think it is generally 
a correct one; for if it was the universal rule that 
interest shall be paid to the time when Congress 
shall, after a lapse of years, ascertain a demand to 
have been a good one, it would become a most 
convenient mode of funding all demands against 
the Government, and individuals, instead of pre- 
senting their claims promptly at the proper depart- 
ments for adjudication, would have all the motives 
of capitalists to withhold them. Claims are some- 
times kept back in consequence of the imperfect 
manner in which proof is presented, and some- 
times in consequence of delays arising on the part 
of the applicants themselves. 

Mr. BOCOCK. If my friend from North Car- 
olina will permit me. Not a single one of the rea- 
sons assigned applies to this case. 

Mr. DANIEL. Wait until I have cot to the 


others. I have not got through yet. There is 


| nothing stated in the report which takes it out of 


the application of that rule upon which the Gov- 
ernment has acted in the non-payment of interest. 
If there is any special reason, the gentleman has 


neglected to give it in his report. 1 do not gather 
from any statement the gentleman has made, or 
anvthing in the case that ought, to take it out of 
| the operation of that general rule; on the contra- 


ry, I can see reasons in addition to that glanced at 
by my motion for its application. The gentleman 


predicates this legal liability upon the ground that 


unequivocal notice was given in conformity with 


the laws of 1842 to this officer. There is just 
ground for exception to that position, I will not 
say that the gentleman is not correct, but there 
is certainly some reason to doubt it. The words 
| of the law have been quoted in the repart, as I 
| suppose, correctly, by the gentleman. 
cers of the Department decitle that he had a right || was to go into effect in the United States from the 
‘o demand it, but the accounting office refuses to || date of its passage, and in vessels abroad at the 


The act 


tion, 

The commander of the squadron in this case re 
ceived notice of the passage of the act of the first 
of January, 1843. He then made his proclama- 
tion. His vessel was not present, as she was 
cruising elsewhere—cruising upon the coast of 
Africa—and the question is, whether, according 
to the provisions of this act, he received that no- 
tice which the act intended to make necessary to 
give operation to the law, until it was actually no- 
tified on board of the vessel. ; 

{Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by the hands of their Secretary, Assury Diex- 
INS, Esq.] ; 

Mr. DANIEL resumed. It is certainly true, 


| that the act was not literally complted with until 


the notice was actually received on board of the 
vessel in which this purser, formerly a clerk, be- 
longed. It may well be contended, therefore, that 
his pay could not arise until after he received no 
tice. There being some doubt about the construe 
tion which the gentleman claims as the construc- 
tion of theact, and seeing no sufficient reason why 
the general rule should be departed from, I have 


| made the motion [ submit, and think it ought to 


prevail. Unless we are disposed to pay interest 
In every case—unless we are disposed to ado; 
that rule and change the general rule, why we 
should do it. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I had wished to say nothing 
more. ] am opposed as much as any mit mil er Npor 
this floor, to speaking upon these matters at all, I 
have given practical evidence of that fact In my 
course here, but I will say one or two words in rep! y 
to the position just taken by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Danier.] The gentleman 
says, the general-principle upon which this Gov 
ernment acts, is, that it will not pay interest. { 
understand it to be based upon the reason, that the 
Governmentof the United States holds itself at al! 
times ready to pay its debts, when presented, that 
the debt has never been presented ina legal form- 
in a form in which the proof had been conclusive, 
until the time when the amount is to be voted 
Now, Lagree with the gentleman from North Car 
lina, if a claim comes up for unliquidated damage: 
if aclaim comes up for a pension—if a claim comes 
up resting upon anything of that sort, it ought not to 
carry interest until the proof Is complete Ss 2 
is the cround which the gentleman from North 
Carolina assumes—this ts the reason upon which 
his principles rest, as applied in this case, Di 
Russey actually made a demand upon the Govern 
ment for this sum. He actually claimed it from 
the Department. His proof was as full and o 


j 


conclusive then as it is at this instant of time. IU 
we owe it now, weowed itthen. If we ought to 
pay itnow, we ought to have paid it then. Shall 
we profit by durown failure to do our duty to our- 
selves? 

Mr. DANIEL. Why was it not paid 

Mr. BOCOCK. I have already stated that the 
accounting officer, the Second Auditor, took the 
view which the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. Danrec] has suggested, as to the constru: 
tion of this law—and held that the law should not 
go inte operation as to vessels abroad, until actual 
notification should be made. 

Mr. DANIEL. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him one more question? If we pay interest 
upon these cases, why not pay interest upon every 
deterred salary? 

Mr. BOCOCK. If we hold back from a man 
the salary to which he is entitled by the law, | say 
we ought to pay interest. We ought to be just, 
and we ought to pay the just demands upon us. 
W hen we refuse to pay wherea demand is clearly 
made out, then we ought not to profit by our own 
refusal to do our duty. The gentleman from 

| North Carolina argues in relation to this matter, 
as if the language of the law was an actual not! 
fication. That is not the language. It says offi- 


| cial notification; and the laws of this country, and 


| those highest in authority, have decided that to 
| make notification of the law of this sort for a 
squadron, it has only to be proclaimed by the 
commanders of the squadrons. If it is true that 
a proclamation by the commodore of a ship is an 
official notification for the squadron, this man was 
entitled to his demand, and he ought to have it. 
If it was a debt we owed—if it was a debt the 
||) amount of which, and the proof of which was 
































































































































































































































































before the Department at the time the Department 

improperly refused to pay it, | say that now, in 

my opinion, we ought to pay interest apon it. 
rhe question was then taken upon Mr. Dan- 


reL’s amendment; and there were—ayes 63— 
nays 52. , 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered. 


The question was then taken, (Messrs. Fowien, 
of Massachusetts, and Henpricegs, acting as tell- 
ers,) and resuited—ayes 65—noes 51. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR moved that the bill be laid aside, and 
reported to the House with a recommendation that 
it do pass. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

On motion by Mr. ORR, the committee rose, 
and the Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
chairman of the committee [Mr. Disney] reported 
that the Committee of the Whole House had had 
under consideration two bills, which they had di- 
rected him to report back, one with an amendment 
and one without amendment, with a recommenda- 
tion that they do pass. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk wil! report the 
firet bill to the House. 

Mr. ORR moved, that when this House ad- 
journs it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays. 

[Cries of ‘Oh no; withdraw the call !’’] 

The SPEAKER announced that there were 
only seventeen rising—believed not to be a suffi- 
cient number. 

Mr. GIDDINGS insisted on a count; and the 
nerative side being counted, there were 116. 

Mr. GIDDINGS demanded tellers on ordering 
the yeas and nays; -but they were not ordered. 

And the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Orr’s mo- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. DANIEL. I hope the House will not ad- 
journ until the bills reported from the Committee 
of the Whole House have been disposed of. 

[Cries of ** Order !”’ ** Order !”’ 

The question was then taken on 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the House adjourned till Monday. 


der. STEPHENS’s 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. SIBLEY gave notice of his intention to introduce a 
bill, eo to amend the acts for the establisimentof the terri- 
torial governments of the United States, as to make the 
judges of the supreme court in said Territories elective by 
the people thereot. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill granting the right of way and a portion of 
the public lands, for the construction of a railroad from 
Terre Haute, or some other point on the Indianapolis and 
Terre Haute railroad, in the State of Indiana, to Springfield, 
inthe State of [linois. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &e., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 
Ry Mr. FLOYD: The resolutions of the Westfield Agri 
cultural, Literary, and Scientific Society, for the recognition 

of the independence of Hungary. 

By Mr. SMART: The petition of John M. Hood and 
others, assistant marshals in Somerset county, Maine, ask 
ing for increase of compensation. 

jy Mr. BOYD, of Kentucky : The proceedings of a meet 
ing of soldiers of the war of 1812, held in Philadelphia, on 
the subject of proposed modifications of the bounty land act 
of September 28, 1850. 

3y Mr. ALLISON: The memorial of the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of A. Crary, late of Newport, Rhode Island. de 
censed, praying for indemnification for losses sustained by 
depredations committed by the vessels of France, prior to 
the year 1800, 

By Mr. SIBLEY: The memorial of E. Backus, major of 
3d Infantry, and other officers of the United States Army 
in New Mexico, praying that the officers and enlisted men 
stationed in that Territory may be placed on the same foot 
ing, with regard to pay, with those stationed in California 
and Oregon. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Stephen Potts and C. 
S. Madison, praying for additional compensation for their 
services as deputy marshals in taking the census of Guern- 
sey county, Ohio. 

By Mr. COBB: The petition for the establishing a post 
road fram Fort Gibson, Jackson county, Alabama, to Chat- 
tanooge, Tennessee, to run on the south side of the Tennes- 
see river, in said States. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of citizens of Franklin 
county, Missouri, asking the establishment af a post route 
from Union, in Franklin county, by way of Lebanon, in 
La Clede county, to Springfield, in Green county, in said 
State. 

By Mr. HAMILTON: The petition of Lewis Tritte 
and Isaac Gehr, and other citizens of Washington county, 





THE 


| 








| Maryland, remonstrating against the renewal of the patent 
| granted to Austin & Zebulon Parker for alleged improve- 
| ments upon reaction water-whieels. 

By Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania: The petition, 
numerously signed by citizens of Lancaster county, stating 
that the fugitive slave law was unjust, inhuman, and op- 
pressive, and praying for its repeal. 

Also, the petition of citizons of Lancaster and Lebanon 
counties, praying for the establishment ofa post route from 
Laneaster, by the way of Sporting Hill, ef cetera, to Ann- 
vill, in Lebanon county. 

Also, six petitions, very numerously signed, praying 
an additional duty on foreign iron. 


for 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 16, 1852. 
Praver by the Rev. Litrieron F. Morean. 
MISSION TO EASTERN ASIA. 


A message from the President of the United 
States was received by Mr. M. P. Fit_more, 


his Secretary, transmitting, in compliance with a | 


resolution of the Senate of the 26th ultimo, a re- 
port from the Secretary of State, containing the 
correspondence relating to the mission of Mr. 
Balestier, late Consul at Singapore, to Eastern 
Asia; which was ordered to be laid on the table 
and printed. 
APPLICANTS FOR PENSIONS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore jaid before the 
' Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
| Interior, transmitting, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate, a list of suspended or re- 
jected applications for pensions, under the several 
acts of Congress, with the grounds of such sus- 
pension or rejection, and the place of residence, 
as far as the same can be given, of each applicant; 
which was ordered to be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions and printed. 
NAVY REGISTER. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a letter of the Secretary of the Navy, accom- 
panied by eighty copies of the Navy Register for 
1852; which was ordered to be laid on the table. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. WADE presented three petitions of citi- 


zens of Ohio, and a petition of masters of steam- | 


boats and vessels upon Lake Erie, praying that 
the State of Ohio may be divided into two judicial 
districts; which were referred to the Committee on 
| the Judiciary. 
| Also, seven memorials of assistant marshals for 
| taking the Seventh Census in Ohio, praying addi- 
| tional compensation; which were referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 
Also, a petition 
Philadelphia, praying the construction of an addi- 


tional canal around the Falls of the Ohio river: |) 


| which was referred to the Commitiee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. WALKER presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin, in favor of a donation 
of the military reserve at Fort Winnebago to the 
State for the tmprovement of the Fox and Wis- 
consin rivers; which was 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLARKE. Iam requested to present a 
communication from Rhode sland. signed by up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty persons, inhabit- 
ants of Providence and citizens of the United 
States, in which they say, that as it appears that 
the Senate of the United States is turning its atten- 
| on towards the victims of despotic governments 
}and inhuman laws, they respectfully ask that it 

would consider the unhappy lot of Drayton and 


referred to the Commit- 


| Sayres, inmates of the prison of the District of 


Columbia, convicted of acts which all humanity 
| the wide world over, applauds, and which nothing 
| but barbarous laws condemn; and they pray that 
it would take immediate steps for their relief. 
| The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
Mr. MORTON presented a petition of the re- 


gister and receiver of the land office at St. Augus- | 


| tine, Florida, praying tompensation for making 
locations under the Arredondo grant; which was 

| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

| Also, the memorial of George H. Smith, assist- 
ant marshal for taking the Seventh Census in 


Duval county, Florida, praying additional com- 


of Claims. 
Mr. SPRUANCE presented a petition of resi- 
| denta of Delaware, praying that the bill giving 
further remedies to patentees may become a law; 
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of merchants and others of | 


pensation; which was referred to the Committee | 


which was referred to the Committee on P. rs 
and the Patent Office. Menta 

Mr. PRATT presented a resolution of th, Le 
gislature of Maryland, in favor of the enn 
of a law making free so much of the Baltime. 
and. Washington turnpike as lies withiy the Die 
trict of Columbia; which was réferred to thee 
mittee for the District of Columbia. ee 

Mr. BRIGHT presented four memorials o¢ . 
sistant marshals for taking the Seventh Cong, 
Indiana, praying additional compensation: wii. 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. CHASE presented four memorials of age, 
ant marshals for taking the Seventh Ceneys 
Ohio, praying additional compensation, ; 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of J,. 
seph Nock, praying remuneration for losses an 
tained in consequence of the violation of a contra. 
for supplying the Pest Office Department wi, 
locks; which was referred to the Committee , 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented a memorial of :), 
Legislature of Alabama, praying a repeal or mod. 
ification of the act to enable the State of Arkaos 
and other States to reclaim the swamp lands with; 
their limits; which was referred to the Committe: 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of Johy J 
Palmer, receiver and legal representative of th 
American Insurance Company of New York 
| praying the establishment of a tribunal to revieg 

the decisions of the late Board of Commissioners 


& by 


Which 





a 


, against Mexico; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Also, two petitions of citizens of Albany, Ney 
York, praying the establishment of a Mint in the 
city of New York; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial of Johnson Livingston, and 
his associates, praying the aid of the Governme 
in establishing a monthly line of steamers betwee: 
New York and Genoa; which was referred to ¢! 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of merchants, ship-owners, and 
others, of New York, against the establishment of 
any more lines of mail steamers, under the putron- 
age of the Government; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of the trustees 

of the St. Vincent Orphan Asylum, in the District 

of Columbia, praying a donation of land to aid i 
|| the education of orphan boys; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SMITH presented the petition of J. Gly 
of the Navy, praying that he may be credited 
his settlement with the Department with the amou 
of money which was stolen while in his charg 
on the coast of California; which was referred 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented three petitions 
citizens of New Jersey, praying an appropriatio 
for the improvement of Barnegat Inlet; which wer 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of the pr 
prietors of the New York and Havre mail stea 
ers, praying further aid from the Gpvernmen 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Affairs. a i 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memoria! 6 
John Owen, praying remuneration for damages 
sustained and money expended while in charzt 
the Government property at Cantonment Loring, 
in the Territory of Oregon; which was referred ' 
the Committee on Military Affairs. : 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Ware 8. May 
deceased, a surgeon in the late war with Mexico, 
| praying three months’ extra pay; which was re 
| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of a co0- 
vention of citizens of the State of California, now 
on a visit to the Atlantic States, held at Browns 
Hotel, Washington city, District of Columbis, 
' setting forth the unsurpassed agricultural adva- 
tages of the State of California, its vast mine’ 
resources, and that, from her geographical an¢ 
peculiar position, she must rely, more thon oy 
| other State, upon her own soil and interna! re 
‘| sources for the support of the millions that be 
‘| in a short space of time, people the shores of th 
| Pacific within the United States—thus demanding 
| from Congress an enlarged and liberal poucy- 
|| They pray for grants of land for various literar| 
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r penevolent institutions—for a university and 

sity schools—for the insane, deaf and dumb, | 
mw plind; that the mineral lands should be left as 

common property of the American people; 

raid be given to the most practicable scheme 

f ateain communication between the ports of&he 

, coast of the United States and those of Chi- 

aa for-bells and light-houses be established; 

* construction of the Great Pacific and Atlantic 

Railroad ; telegraphic communication; the estab- 

<hment of a weekly mail between the chief cities 

the Atlantic and the Pacific; a modification of 
he postage on letters and papers; the establish- 

nent of a branch Mint at San Francisco; the re- 

ayment of the duties on foreign imports col- 

“ed in California, from the treaty with Mexico 

“¢ May 30, 1848, to the exten’sion of the revenue | 
aws over California, October 18, 1849; the settle- 

ment of the military claims in California; the col- 

wization of the Indians, &c., &.; which was 

ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Vir. GEYER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
which was referred the bill for the relief of 

Robert Milligan, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to authorize 
ne sale of reserved lands and for other purposes, 
eported it without amendment. 

Vir. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the memorial 
Edward Hott, submitted a report, accompanied 
ya bill to release from reservation and to return 
the mass of public lands certain lands in the 
Siate of Alabama; which was read and passed to 
the second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 
ic Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
Mark Bean and Richard H. Bean, of Arkansas, 

pmitted a report, accompanied by a bill for their 
eliet, which was read and passed to the second 
reading. ‘he report was ordered to be printed. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill en- 
titled * An act to make land warrants assignable, 
nd for other purposes,’’ as amended by the House 
if Representatives, reported it back, witha recom- 
mendation that the Senate do not agree to the said 
amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD subsequently rose and 
«aid: Task the Senate to take up the bill in regard 
o the assignability of land warrants, and dispose 
{the amendments with which it has come from 
the House of Representatives. If the Senate shall 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whith was referred the bill to 


| extend the time for selling the lands granted to the 
| Kentucky Asylum for teaching the deaf and dumb, 
| reported it back without amendment 


sist on the amendments which were made before | 


the bill was returned to the House, it may possi- 
iy lead to a committee of conference, and the 


sooner that takes place the better. I therefore hope | 


the bill may be taken up and disposed of. 

Mr. PRATT. I would prefer that that bill 
should lie over until to-morrow. I have received 
i petition upon the subject, and I wish to exam- 
ine the amendments and see whether the prayer of 
‘ae petitioners can be granted. 

Mr. BADGER. I would like to understand 


rom some gentleman familiar with the subject, 


As the time specified in the bill making the grant 


| will soon expire, he requested the Senate to act 


'upon it at this time. 


There being no objection, the bill was consid- 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 


| to allow five years in addition to the five years 


heretofore allowed, for the sale of theJands which 
have been granted. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would state, that a let- 
ter which I have received from the President of 
the institution, informs me that the time vranted 
for the sale of these lands will expire in May 
next; and a further extension of time 


is asked. 
Most of the lands have been sold, and t} 


1ere are 


| only a few tracts remaining. 


whether or not the effect of the amendment pro- | 


posed by the House of Representatives is or is not 
0 strike out from the bill everything except the 
provision which makes land warrants assignable? 
The PRESIDENT. It is. 
__ Mr. BADGER. Then I hope my friend from 
Maryland will not object to the consideration of 
= bill at this time. I can see no necessity for 
evay. 


Mr. PRATT. If the Senate dissent from the 


amendments of the House, the effect of it would | 


v¢ to place the bill in such a position that it could 
rot be amended here. My object is, if it be in 
order, to introduce such an amendment as would 
meet the prayer of the petitioners to whom I have 
referred. 
Mr. BADGER. That cannot be done. 
Mr.PRATT. If itcannot be done, I shall have 


no objection. 


The PRESIDENT. If there is any cbjection, | 


the bill capnot be taken up. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. . 
will allow the bill to be taken up. 
Mr. PRATT. Leet it lie over. 


The bill was accordingly passed over. 


I hope the gentleman | 


The bill was reported to the Senate, and was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. GEYER gave notice that he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide for holding an 
additional term of the circuit court of the United 
States for the district of Missouri. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WADE, by unanimousconsent, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to convey the right of 
way to the Cleveland and Pittsburg, and Cleve- 
land, Painsville, and Ashtabula Railroad Compa- 
nies, through certain lands therein mentioned: 
| which was read a first and second time by its title, 

and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. FISH, by unanimous consent, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill amending an act 
| approved the 22d of February, 1847, entitled ‘An 
| act to regulate the carriage of passengers in mer- 
chant vessels,and for other purposes;’’ which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States by Mr. M. P’ Fillmore, his Secre- 
lary, transmitting a report from the Se ‘retary of 
the Interior respecting the delay and difficulty in 
making the apportionment among the several 
States of the representatives in the 33d Congress, 
as required by the act of 23d May, 1850, in con- 
sequence of the want of full returns of the po} 
| tion of the State of California; and suggesting the 
necessity for remedial legislation. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the communica- 
tion be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and be printed for the use of the Senate 

The motion was agreed to, 

Mr. BUTLER rose subsequently and inquired 
| to what committee was that referred ? 

' The PRESIDENT. To the Committee onthe 
| Judiciary. 
Mr. BUTLER. Ido not know whether that 


_communication should properly be referred to that 


rula- 


committee. As it relates to the apportionment, 
| perhaps it should go to a special committee. 


There was ua special ¢ommittee on the census at 
the last Congress, but I suppose that committee 
| was dissolved when it exhausted its functions. 

Mr. GWIN. LI think the Senator from South 
Carolina is right in desiring this communication 
to be referred to a select committee. If I under- 
siand this report, it will show an extraordinary 
state of affairs; that the census of one of the States 
of this Confederacy has not been taken at a!!, and 
that she is likely to be deprived of a member of 
Congress in consequence of that neglect. I think 
a gelect committee ought to be appointed to inquire 
why the census of the State of California has not 
been taken. 1 am opposed to this communication 
| going to the Judiciary Committee, because I do 
not think it is a judicial question. I moye to re- 
consider the vote referring it to that committee, and 
to refer it to a select committee. 

Mr. SEWARD. [am not tenacious about it 
at all; but as the communication contemplates an 
amendment to the general law upon a very import- 
ant subject, I think it ought to receive the atten- 
| tion of the Judiciary Committee. But if the Sen- 
ator from California feels, on behalf of his State, 
a special interest in the matter, I have no objection 
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to concur with his motion. It strikes me, after all, 
however, that a question of such magnitude is 


properly referable to the Judiciary Committee. 


4 
The motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 


RESERVED LAND IN IOWA. 

On the motion of Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, the 
Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of 
the Whole, the bill to grant to the city of Buriing- 
ton, in lowa, the land heretofore reserved between 
that city and the Mississippi river. 

It proposes to grant to the city of Burhagton, in 
Iowa, the land bordering on the Mississippi in 
front of that city, reserved under the act of July 
2, 1836, fora pubhe highway, and other pubhie 
uses, together with the accretions which may have 
been formed in the front thereof, to be disposed of 
In such manner as the corporate authorities of that 
city may direct. The second section provides that 
ona duly authorized application a patent shall be 
issued for the land. The Committee on Public 
Lands propose to amend the bill by striking out 
the second section, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That the grant made by this act shall operate as a relin 
quishment only of the right of the United States in and to 
said premises, and shallin no manner affect the rights of 
third persons therein, or to the use thereof, but shall be sub 
ject to the same; and on application by a duly authorized 
agent of the corporate authorities of said city to the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, a patent of relinquish 
ment, »ccording to the provisions of this act, shall be issued 
theretor, as in other cases. 

The amendment was: greed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. I would request the Senator 
from lowa to explain the object of that bill and 
the quantity of land it proposes on our 
linquish, 

1 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. 


is not a 


part to re 


1 will state that there 
single alternate section, or two dollars and 
It simply 
provides that the accretions which have formed in 
front of the city ot Burlington, because of a very 


i half clause connected with this bill. 


large bend in the river at that place, shall be grant 
ed tothe city. The lands reserved in front of the 
city, which are spoken of in the bill, were those 
laid off and reserved for public uses when the town 
was laid out in 1836. There is a very large bend 
in the Mississippi river opposite the cily. There 
is a public improvement going on there, and the 
city, by certain works which it will prosecute 
will run the landing very much beyond whe 
now is, by grading and! eveling the hills back and 
throwing the dirt in front. The eity is to tak 
eare of the land, and the bill 
lands which it may thus 
the river. 


simply grants the 
reclaim on the bend ¢ 
The bill was reported to the 
amendment. 
Mr. DAWSON. 
which I propounded—the quantity 
of land which will be granted under this bill? 


Mr. DODGE. I am unable to 


question 


penate wilhor 
The Senator failed to answer 


one que SLIO 


unswer thie 
I would state that the bend 1s perhbay 
half a mile long. It is, however, immaterial 

this Government, for the Government laid off six 
hundred and forty acres, and gave the whole of tt 
; as making wharves, &c. 
The objects of the Government are in no way ¢ 

cerned by the bill. Ido not 
landing may be extended out by the 


for public uses, such 
I 


know how far the 

improvement, 

nor how much land will be granted by this bil 
i understand, from a constituent and fnend, wh 
lives there and knows all about it, that it is to be 
extended eighty feet. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora th 

reading 
CHARLES A. GRIGNON. 
The engrossed bill for the relief of Charles A 
Grignon, was read a third time and passed 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
| was received by Mr. Forvey, its Clerk, announ- 
| cing that it had directed a message to be sent to the 

Senate, requesting that a watt furnished it of 
the resolution of the Senate to establish certain post 
routes, the said resolution having been lost or mts 
laid since its reference to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads of the House. 
RAILROADS IN IOWA. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill granting 
the right of way and making a grant of land to 


the State of Iowa, in aid of the construction of 


certain railroads in said State. 
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will allow the bill to establish a navy-yard in San 
Francisco to be taken up. I wish to make some 
remarks in reply to what the Senator from Penn- 
syivania said on Friday.’ I was then entitled to 
the floor on the bill, and it was, on my motion, 
postponed to this day. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. My honorable friend 
will recollect that he himself agreed, on Friday, 
when that bill was taken up, that it should not 
consume more than an hour or two. 

Mr. GWIN. On that day. 

Mr. JONES. He said he had no disposition to 
debate it himself, and that there would not be much 
debate upon it; but it is evident that it is to lead to 
very considerable debate. It was then agreed that 
this day should be set apart for the consideration 
of the bill which I have mentioned. The Sena- 
tor from Tennessee [Mr. Bex} has had the floor 
upon it for sometime. He commenced his speech, 
spoke for a few moments, and was compelled to 
postpone his remarke for other matters of minor 
importance. I hope the Senate will now take up 
that bill, that the Senator from Tennessee may 
proceed with his speech. I think the bill can be 
disposed of to-day, or at all events to-morrow or 
next day; and then I shall be very willing to as- 
sist the Senator from California in having his bill 
taken up and acted upon. 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to the hon- 
orable Senator from California, that im my judg- 
ment, it would be better to let our frrend from lowa 
have his bill considered this morning. He has 
had exceedingly bad luck with it heretofore. The 
bill to which the Senator from California refers, 
will undoubtedly produce some discussion. I 
think it would be better to take up this bill and 
get through with it, and then we can take up the 
bill of the Senator from California. 

Mr.GWIN. If I thought there was the slightest 
prospect of settling the question involved in the 
billof the Senator from Iowa within a month, I 
would not oppose his motion; but I am perfectly 
confident that that bill will not be passed by this 
body within a month. The question involved in 
the bill which I propose to bring up, isa local one, 
and can soon be decided; but a dozen States are 
interested in the bill of the Senator from Iowa, and 
the whole policy of granting donations for the 
purposes of internal improvements is debated 
upon this bill. If 1 thought it would be passed 
within a month, I should not interpose any objec- 
tion. As the bill of the Senator from Lowa is the 
first on the Calendar, | do not wish to put it out of 
its order, but | would like to have an opportunity 
for the consideration of my bill. 

The motion of Mr. Jones was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL resumed and concluded the speech 
which he commenced some daysago. His speech 
will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. HUNTER was next recognized by the 
Chair; but the usual hour of adjournment had ar- 
rived, and on his motion 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, February 16, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Mr. Moraean. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

TERRITORIAL BUSINESS, 

Mr. STUART. With the permission of the 
gentieman from Mississippi, (Mr. Napers,] who 
is entitled to the floor, | would ask the unanimous 
consent of the Howse to make a report from the 
Committee on Territories. 

The SPEAKER. Last Monday, the gentle- 
man from Mississippi [Mr. Napers] was upon 
the floor, in the act of asking the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce certain resolutions, 
but was deprived of it by a question of privilege 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky, and ac- 
quiesced in by the House; but the gentleman from 
Mississippi not rising to-day, the gentleman from 
Michigan is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STUART. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Houseto offer the following resolution 
as areport from the Committee on Territories: 

‘‘Resolved, That the third week in April next, or as 
much thereof as may be necessary for that purpose, be set 
apart for the consideration of territorial business, and that 


during that time such business shall take precedence and 
be regarded as the special order.’’ 


Prayer 


HE 










Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to strike 
out the third week in April, and insert the first 
week. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
rules of the House would have to be suspended 
before a special order could be made. Leave has 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| but by what authority the committee are 


| been granted for the introduction of the resolu- | 


tion. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
stood that all the rulesare suspended, 

The SPEAKER. Not ifthere is objection, in 
the opinion of the Chair. “What motion did the 
rentleman from Georgia submit? 


I suppose that it is under- | 


Mr. STEPHENS. My motion was to strike | 
out ** the third week,’’ and insert ** the first week;”’ 


but the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. nd 
urges me not to make the motion, and therefore 
shall not do it. I was afraid that if postponed to 
the third week in April, the territorial business 
would be entirely neglected. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. It will be impossible 


for the Committee on Territories to submit all the | 


propositions in relation to the Territories before 
the time desicnated in the resolution. 
lution was offered by the instructions of the com- 
mittee, 


The question was then taken on the resolution, | 


and it was agreed to. 


CASE OF PROSPER M. WETMORE. 


Mr. ORR, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was_ considered | 


and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inform this | 


House whether the accounts of Prosper M. Wetmore, late 


Navy agent in the city of New York, as adjusted, show any | 


defaleation on his part, and if so. when such defalcation 


was discovered, and the amount thereof; whether any, and | 
if so what, steps have been taken to collect the amount | 
which said Wetmore failed to pay over, and when proceed- | 
ings were commenced, if at all, to collect said amount. | 
Also, whether any compromise was at any time made be- | 
tween the Secretary of the Treasury or the Solicitor thereof 
and said Wetmore, orany arrangement entered into respect- | 


ing such alleged defaication, and if so, what was such com- 
promise or arrangement, and whether the same has been 
complied with. 


MILEAGE OF DELEGATE FROM OREGON. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to report a bill from the | 


Committee on Milegge. I will state to the House, 
that it has been knee that the mileage com- 
pensation of the Delegate from Oregon has been 
regulated by the law of 1818, but the committee 
discover that the law organizing a territorial gov- 
ernment for that Territory limits the compensa- 
tion of the delegate to $2,500. The object of this 
bill is to repeal the clause containing that limita- 
tion. 
of any delegate or member, and I hope there will 
be no ebjection to the introduction of the bill. 

There being no objection, 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 


Mileage, then reported a bill to regulate the mile- | 


age of the Delegate from the Territory of Oregon; 


title. ° 


Mr. KING, of New York, called for the read- | 


ing of the bill. 

The Clerk read the bill. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be upon 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 4 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I should like 
to hear read that provision of the law which it is 
proposed to repeal, Has the gentleman from In- 
diana got it here? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. No,I have not got the 
provision here, but it is exceedingly brief. It 
reads, I think, ‘* Provided, the mileage of said 


Delegate shall not exceed two thousand five hun- 


dred dollars.’’ 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think that a good limita- 
tion, and I am against its repeal. 7 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I ask that the report of 
the Committee may be read. It will perhaps re- 
move any objection there may be to the passage 


| of the bill. 


The Clerk read the report, as follows: 


The Committee on Mileage have had under considera- 
tion the mileage compensation of the Delegate from Oregon, 
and find: 

That by the law establishing the territorial government 
of Oregon, the mileage compensation of said Delegate is 
limited to $2,500. 


session of Congress, it was understood that said limitation 


| Was not then in force, as the Delegate from said Territory 


| was allowed, and did receive, mileage above that amount, 


The reso- | 


It is the only limitation upon the mileage | 


. e . . , | 
which was read a first and second time by its 


The committee believe, that, at the last | 
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oe yr : ; not ab S 
|| Similar provisions are found in the laws conta teary, 
|| territorial governments of Utah and New Merion” the 
they are inoperative, as the mileage of the Delegate set 
said Territories does not amount to that sum under th fre 
of 1818, whieh regulates the pay and mileage of me 
of Congress and Delegates from Territories, — A; on ny 
ses@on of the Thirtieth Congress, the mileage of then 
gate from Oregon was regulated by the provision of th a 
above quoted. But at the first session of the Thirn. fw 
Congress, the mileage of the Delegate from Oregon, and 
the Senators and Representatives from California. Seen f 
lated by an act passed at that session, entitled « 4, ot 
supply the deficiency in the appropriation for pay and} iw 
age of members of Congress for the present session. 
proved September 20th, 1850. But that statute onic 
ated during the session of Congress at which it was Passed 
an after that left the compensation of the Senators ‘) 
Representatives from California to be regulated by the 
of 1818, and that of the Delegate from Oregon to he ao 
lated by the law organizing the territorial govern. 
above-mentioned. ; _— 

“ Since the enactment of the law regulating the 
| sation of members of Congress and Delegates from Tpr;;y 

ries, in 1818, exceptions to the rule of compensation — 
scribed in said statute, have been made only in two instanors 
One was the law above-mentioned, which limited the m, 
age of the Senators and Representatives froin Calis se . 
and the Delegate from Oregon, for one session; ang», 
other is the law above-mentioned, which limits the mile * 
compensation of the Delegate from Oregon to $2,500, 

“The honorable Delegate from Oregon is the only gents. 
man, representing a State or Territory in either brane) » 
Congress, whose pe eyes is thus limited. Ang yj 
|| cominittee, though of the opinion that the law of 18)8 oy> ‘ 

to be amended, and perhaps a fixed limit established to jy 
mileage compensation, think that while that law reais 
no discrimination, to the prejudice of the Delegate frp, 
Oregon, ought to be made ;_ but that his compensation shouid 
be regulated by the same Jaw that regulates the compensa 
tion of other Representatives of States and Territories in 
Coagress. The committee therefore report a bill, repeatiy 
that part of the law establishing the territorial governy 
of Oregon which limits the compensation of said Delegaye, 
as aforesaid.”’ 

Mr. WOODWARD. I would ask the ¢haiy. 
man of the Committee on Mileage whether the 
general law—I think the law of 1818—does po 
provide that in no instance shall the mileage ex. 
ceed the per diem? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
such limitation. 

Mr. WOODWARD. 
does. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
it does not. 

Mr. FITCH. There isa provision of that kind 
in the law; but that provision has been evaded by 
Congress ever since its adoption. We ought not, 
in justice, to adopt any limitation that will operate 
upon one delegate or member on this floor and not 
upon others. There is a provision in the law or- 
ganizing the Territory of Oregon, that the Dele- 
gate from that Territory shall not receive mileage 
exceeding $2,500. After the admission of Cali- 
fornia, there being no law applicable to the Repre- 
|| sentatives of that State, they of course drew their 
| mileage under the general law of 1818, and they 
| consequently draw much more mileage than the 
| 
| 


lest 


ap. 
mily Der 


compen. 


, 
. 
t 


I 


No; I think it makes no 


My impression is that it 


I am very positive that 


Delegate from Oregon can do, in consequence of 
the special law applicable to him. The object of 
the committee, I suppose, is to put them all on the 
|| same footing, by repealing the special law in re- 
| lation to the Delegate from Oregon, and permitting 
| him to draw what he would draw under the gev- 
eral law. 

The general law is defective, but we ought not 
to remedy the defects of that law at the expense 
of one delegate or representative only. Weshould 
make it operative alike upon all. iat 

Mr. WOODWARD. I am in favor of this bi! 
for the very reason stated by the gentleman from 
Indiana. I am for limiting all mileage by the same 
law, and if there exists a provision in the general 
law applicable to all members, the special law for 
the Delegate from Oregon ought to be repealed. 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish to ask a question 0 
the chairman of the Committee on Mileage. 
bill has been introduced and referred to that com- 
mittee which proposes to reform and regulate the 
mileage of all the members; I wish to inquire 
_ whether the committee have taken up that bill’ 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Yes. It has been under 
consideration before the committee. 

Mr. FOWLER. I wish, then, to inquire whether 
‘the committee propose action upon that bill, or 
whether they propose that this shall supersede 
| action on that bill? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Of course the commuter 
will report back the bill referred to them. Whe 
|| report they will make, I am not prepared to say; 
as the committee have not yet decided. 
| Mr. FOWLER. I do not desire to know how 
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will report; I merely desired to know whether 

wey itend to take action on the bill. 

7 HENDRICKS. I will state further to the 
leman from Massachusetts, that this bill has 
hing whatever to do with that one. 

“Vir, FOWLER. I have no objection to the 
1 gow before the House; but it occurred to me 
‘nat if the whole subject of mileage was to come 
viope us on the bill which has been referred to 
he committee, it would be more appropriate to 
2 or action on this bill until we take up the whole 
spiect. L have, however, no objection to the 
vaeggve of this bill. I think, with the gentleman 
Indiana, that there should be no discrimina- 
‘jon made between members on this floor, but that 
‘he whole subject should be examined. I am fully 
-cnaded that there should be a thorough system 
of reform. = 2 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I find that 
hore has been no difference of opinion expressed 
- this House as to the merits of the proposition 
now beforeus. Every gentleman who has spoken 
.) the subject seems to consider that the provision 
which this bill is intended to repeal makes an in- 
vidious and unjust distinction, operating against 
only one member of this House; and there is a 
jisnosition—judging from the remarks which have 
heen made—to place that member upon a footing 
with the residue of the members, and to give him 
‘he same rights under the same law which governs 
ihe rights of allof us. 1 cannot see any necessity 
fr going on with debate upon a proposition that 
seems to be so unanimously agreed upon, and | 
therefore ask for the previous question. 

Mr. TOOMBS. We have had no opportunity 
to express Our Opposition yet. 

Mr. CARTTER. I ask the gentleman from 
Arkansas to withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question, to enable me to give an illustration 
of the want of unanimity in this body upon this 
g ect. 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew his motion, 

Mr. CARTTER. 1 feel, in common with the 
other gentlemen who have addressed the House, 
and in common with the sentiments of the report 
which has been read, the injustice of making a 
distinction between the Delegate from Oregon and 
the other gentlemen upon this floor who are in 
possession of the long miles. It is a matter of 
great injustice that the Delegate from the remotest 
Territory should be held down to a restriction 
which is overrun by those who live between him 
and the Capitol. But is this the remedy? I do 
not learn from the report, or from the argument of 
those who would sustain it, that $2,500 is not an 
adequate mileage from here to Oregon. Itis nota 
question of justice between the Delegate from Ore- 
gon and the Government, but a question of com- 
parative merit between him and other gentlemen 


trom 


who receive more mileage and are located nearer | 


tothe Capitol. I am in favor of reducing it to 
equality, but not in this way. The proposition 
coming from the Committee on Mileage proposes, 
stead of doing what the publi¢ have long called 
for, and what the sense of this House has often 
expressed a wish to see done—instead of bringing 
down this question of mileage to a question of 
merit, and reducing the members upon this floor 
io an equality of compensation, it proposes to take 
‘he very extreme of injustice, and advance the 
salary paid to that Delegate. 

Now, I object to that. It is a poor nostrum, it 
appears to me, to remove the evident inequality in 
‘he pay of members here. The man who comes 
here from California is paid $2,500, or $4,000. 
His passage costs him $300. He consumes upon 
‘he way three weeks of time, if you please, more 
orless. Perhaps he does not return at all. He 
may, or may not, at his pleasure, but it is to be 
presumed he will, when he can. 

ut | would like to know where is the justice of 
paying one Representative from a distant portion 
of the Republic $6,000 for performing this three 
weeks’ trip—a large portion of which might be a 
pleasure trip to most of us—while the man resi- 
ding within three hundred miles of the Capitol is 
receiving nothing? No, sir; I hope that the bill 
reported from the Committee on Mileage will be 
relerred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
slate of the Union, and that when it comes out of 
‘hat committee it will provide for the equalization 


of the remuneration of members upon this floor. | 


‘Lae time that the distinction—which has been 
obliterated by steam and railroad conveyances— 





this distinction between the pay of one member 
upon this floor and another, should be ended; and 
instead of running into this extremity of enlarging 
the pay of the Delegate from Oregon, we had bet- 
ter begin at the other end, and go to shortening it. 
I will remark that this view of the subject ac- 
knowledges the grossest injustice, It says to the 
Delegate from Oregon, You shall receive but 
$2,500, although many of the members of Congress 
who come from a much shorter distance receive 
twice that amount. I go for an equality to all. 
But if you want to extend the mileage of mem- 
bers, you must bring the short-enders up, and not 
reduce the long-enders down. Let us have an 
equality in the matter. That is all I want. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is not with reference to this 
special case that I rise to make a suggestion at this 
time. The gentleman from Arkansas speaks of 
the unanimity which exists in relation to this mat- 
ter among the members upon this floor. Now, I 
apprehend that unanimity will be found to be not 
in accordance with the position of that gentleman 
upon this question of mileage. At every session, 
for the last three or four years, the House have 
attempted to reduce and equalize the mileage of 
members. We have adopted propositions to that 
effect with great unanimity—the opposition scarce- 
ly exceeding fifty votes—but they have been de- 
feated by the Senate. When the territorial bill for 
Oregon was under consideration before the House, 
$2,500 was considered a.just maximum. It was 
so considered for the reason that all above the 
amount necessary to pay expenses becomes sala- 
ry. Twenty-five hundred dollars is sufficient to pay 
all expenses of traveling, and then leave a salary 
above the average of the House. If you want to 
pay a salary in this manner, why pay it to every- 
halls it is very easy to get at it. There is no 
difficulty in it at all. One of the reasons urged 
for this discrimination is, that members from be- 
yond the Rocky Mountains cannot go home during 
the session. or even in the recess, and thereby lose 
their business. This is true to some extent as to 

| every part of the country; at least results in loss 
of business at home. And the inconvenience of 
not being able to go home in recess is equally true 
| in reference to some other portions of the country. 
I think the member from Texas [Mr. Howarp] 
| found it extremely inconvenient to return—espe- 
cially to attend to any matters of business—during 
the last short recess of sixty days; and I presume 
other gentlemen from the remote portions of the 
country found it equally inconvenient. ‘Therefore 
I say that we ought not to establish this principle 
| in the manner which this bill proposes. If we are 
to. establish it at all, the Committee on Mileage 
ought to introduce a bill putting all the members 
upon the same footing with the gentleman from 
Oregon, and not to put the gentleman from Ore- 
gon upon a footing with the most favored mem- 
bers of this House. Gentlemen say that inasmuch 
as some persons are entitled to a very large amount 
as mileage, and this case is an exception, that we 
will take off the exception and pay him a larger 
| compensation than is paid to any one here. Why, 
that is but increasing the difficulty. It is increas- 
| ing this inequality. Gentlemen ought to address 
| themselves rather to removing this injustice by 
| equalizing the compensation of the members of 
this House. The House has shown a disposition 
very fully and frankly, and with singular unanim- 


equality, and the reason why they have not ac- 
complished the object has been on account of diffi- 
culties in the other branch of the Capitol. 1 think 
| every gentleman will concur with me in saying 
| that it is not just for a portion of the members of 
this House to draw $5,000 per year, independent 
of their per diem, and others but $50. It is un- 
just, and ought to be remedied. I trust, therefore, 
that this bill will not pass; but that if the Com- 
| mittee on Mileage intend to act, they will act in 
| such a manner as will put the whole question of 
mileage upon some equitable principle; then I will 
coéperate with them. 
Mr. EVANS. Is an amendment in order? 
The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
Mr. EVANS. I then desire to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


And that the Committee on Mileage be directed to add to- 
gether the mileage of all the members of this House, and 
to divide the same by the number of members; and that the 
Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to pay to each member his 
share thereof, as so ascertained. 


[Laughter.] 


ity, for the last four years, to bring about this | 
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Mr. EVANS. It is very well for gentlemen to 
laugh; but I tell them that the members of this 
House will live to see the day when this proposi- 
tion will be adopted. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man allow me to interrupt him for one moment? 

Mr. EVANS. Ihave not yet commenced to 
speak. : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I merely want to ask the 
gentleman what is the distance which he travels in 
coming here ? 

Mr. EVANS. 
I sit down. 

Mr. Speaker, in offering this amendment, I had 
no reference to the Delegate from Oregon. l 
had as lief that worthy and respected gentleman 
should receive the largest amount of mileage as 
any member of this House; but there has been 
existing in this House for years, the grossest in- 
justice and inequality in reference to this matter, 
which ought to be removed. Now, for example, 
take my colleague, [Mr. Bowie,] from the district 
immediately adjoining this city. He receives no 
mileage at all; yet I do not hesitate to say, that as 
far as his talents and a good attendance upon the 
duties of this House is concerned, he is not ex- 
celled by any member in this House. Yet there 
are gentlemen upon this floor who receive $2,500 
mileage for coming here the first day of Decem- 
ber, 1851, and $2,500 mileage for going back; 
making $5,000 more than is received by my col- 
league for hisservices. ‘Then they receive $5,000 
more for the next session, which makes $10,000 
in the year that is received by certain gentlemen 
upon this floor, more than is received by my col- 
league from the district adjoining this city. 

A Memser. You mean $10,000 for a Congress 

Mr. EVANS. No; itis all paid in the space 
of one revolution of this globe around the sun, 

A Memper. Butit is only $5,000 a session. 

Mr. EVANS. Very well; 1t is $5,000 per ses 
sion, and it makes no difference whether it ts 
$5,000 a year or $10,000. There is that 
quality existing. At the short session there is the 
same $5,000 additional pay for three months’ ser- 
vice, Now, there is nothing in the distances from 
the seat of Government to justify that inequality. 

Thegentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campbex.]} asks 
me how far | am from the seat of Government ? 
I will tell him: I live about six hours distant from 
here; but I have to neglect my business quite as 
much as those who live at the remote parts of the 
Union. 1am, by profession, a lawyer, and | lose 
my practice,as any gentleman upon this floor must 
To c sure, I can go home and try a case, but I 
lose the opportunity of getting new “cases as much 
as gentlemen who come from a thousand miles dis 
tant. Then, Il ask, what good reason is there for 
one gentleman receiving $5,000 compensation more 
than another? It is a gross inequality, which 
ought to be put to an end. 

The gentleman from Georgia, sitting before me, 
[Mr. Toomss,] is right in saying that this subject 
has before been investigated by the House of 

tepresentatives, and that this House has taken a 
firm stand in relation to it; and but for its defeat 
in the Senate, we would, long ago, have had the 
inequality corrected. The Committee on Miie- 
age comes in here and seeks to perpetuate the 
evil—to extend the wrong. I protest against It. 
I hope the amendment which I have offered will 
be adopted, with a quit claim, upon my part, for 
my share of the money. 

‘Mr. RICHARDSON obtained the floor. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. Irisetoa point of or 
der. I wish to inquire whether it will be in order 
for any one interested in the proposition of the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Evans} to vote 
upon its adoption ? 

The SPEAKER. That will be a question for 
gentlemen and the House to decide. 

Mr. SCURRY. I rise toa point of order. I 
desire to inquire whether the proposition of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Evans] wasto refer 
the bill, with instructions ? ¥ 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Maryland to move to recommit 
the bill with instructions. 

Mr. SCURRY. According to my understand- 
ing, the gentleman had nioved to refer the bill, 
but not to recommit it with instructions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in 
order to move to recommit with instructions. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to amend the 


I will tell the gentleman before 
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instructions proposed by the gentleman from Mary- 
land. I propose the following amendment: 

And that the Capitol be removed to within fifty miles of 
the residence of each and every member of this House, as 
soon fis gunventent. 

Mr. HALL. Is that amendment in order? 

The SPEAKER. TheChair thinks it is not in 
order. 

Mr. HALL. Then I will propose an amend- 
ment to the instructions offered by the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

Mr. ROBINSON. 

ot recognized by the Chair? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
was recognized by the Chair, and is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. HALL. I only desire to offer my amend- 
ment. I do not propose to offer any remarks. 

{r. ROBINSON. I will allow the centleman 
to offer his amendment. 

Mr. HALL. 1! propose the following amend- 
mnent to the instructions: 

That the inembers of Congress shall hereafter receive, 
as their compensation, the suin of $2,500 each, and their 


etual necessary traveling expenses, from their piace of 


residence to the seat of Government of the United States 
for vach session of Congress, in lieu of the pay and mileage 
nllowed under existing laws. 

The SPEAKER. 
ment is not in order until the preposition to re- 
‘commit is disposed of. 


Mr. ROBINSON. 


I propose to say a few 


I desire to know if I was | 


words in reference to the proposition before the | 


House ’ 
wlienever a proposition has come up before us for 


1 believe I am cerrect in saying, that | 


The Chair thinks the amend- || 


what is called the reform of this mileage business, | 


I have voted in favor of it. ButI think I shall be 
able to show that gentlemen ought not to commence 
this reform with the bill now under consideration. 
iam in favor of equalizing this mileage, but I de- 
sire to show that the only way you can possibly 


make it equal, so far as the members of the present || 


House are concerned, is to pass the bill now be- 
fore the House. Sometime ago we were all cate- 
chised by the chairman of the Committee on Mile- 


age, as to what was the usually traveled route from | 


our residences to the seat of Government, and as to 
what were the distances. We have, I suppose, sev- 
erally made answer, and they have allowed us 
mileage according to the law of 1818, and we have 
drawn our mileage. Now, [ ask the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] how he will go to 
work to make the equalization of which he speaks? 

Vill he compel the members to pay it back again? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not think the proposition 
will apply to any gentleman for the present session. 
The appropriation has been made, and the propo- 
sition will not affect the present members of the 
House in any way. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Does not the gentleman 
from Georgia see that it is doing the gentleman 
from Oregon the grossest injustice, by making this 
odious distinction against him? 

Mr. TOOMBS. It is the law of the land. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Well, Il know it is the law, 
ut I ask him if it is magnanimous; if it is gener- 
ous, on his part to ask to discriminate against one 
of his fellow members in that way? I know that 
the organic law of Oregon fixed the mileage of the 
Delegate from that Territory at $2,500; but 1 know 
also, that the Delerate from Oregon has never 
heretofore been paid that sum, he has always been 
paid more; by special provision in the appropria- 
tion bill he was placed upon an equality with the 
balance of us. Now, no such existing law is upon 
the statute-book, because it was but a temporary 
provision, and expired with the appropriation bill 
ofthe year. It now falls back upon the organic 
law. Mr. Thurston was always paid more than 
$2,500. Here are the Representatives from Cali- 
forma, who, under the law of 1818, get their long 
mileage. Here is the Delegate from Oregon, who 
comes several hundred miles further, that ets Jess 
than half the amount they receive. I want to put 
this question naked to this House, Will members 
whoehave drawn their long mileage and pocketed 
it, Now vote that their brother member shall not 
be treated’as libern'ly, be discriminated against, 
who receives less than one half the sum others 
have received, and at the same session? Iam for 
reform, but let the general bill come up providing 
for putting us all upon an equality, and then I will 


go with the gentleman from Georgia,{Mr. Toomss;] || 


but fT will not vote to discriminate against any 


gentieman upori this floor, as will be the case if I |/ 





vote against this bill as reported from the commit- 
tee. i is a very good way for Buncombe to throw 
these amendments in this way, for the purpose of 
embarrassing the bill and defeating it. Let us 
have a naked vote upon the naked bill as reported 
from the committee, and see what the sense of the 
House is upon that subject. 

It will be time enough hereafter to adjust this 
matter as to the manner it shall operate upon the 
House in future. ‘The gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Toomns] admits that we cannot go back, 
we cannot make a retroactive Jaw; and unless this 
bill passes, therefore the Delegate from Oregon 
must suffer under an odious and ungenerous dis- 
crimination. 

Now | do not deem it necessary to argue the 
question as to whether $2,500 is compensation 
enough for a man who comes from Oregon. But 
{ will simply state, that | do notthinkit 1s enough. 
I believe that these who come from tie Pacific 
here, have to spend more money, in proportion, 
in coming to Washington, than any other mem- 
bers of this House, come whence they may. 

It is an expensive, and a long and a dangerous 
trip, and moreover it cannot be performed between 
the long and theshortsessions, and members from 
that section are obliged to come here at the com- 
mencement of a Congress and remain here until 
the end of it. An overland journey takes from 
four to six montis. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to 
marks upon this question. I wish to say that I 
will join, at any time, the members of this or any 
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|| tem of reform in regard to the mileag 


submit a few re- | 


other Congress, for the purpose of enacting a law | 


on this subject, which shall operate equally upon 
all the members of this House. But,sir, | should 
do something besides making an equality of pay. 
Those of us who have had a little experience here, 
know full well ‘that there are some members of 
this House who make more than one thousand 
dollars, upon certain occasions, in their business at 
home, and draw their per diem all the time they 
are making it. 

Mr. CARTTER, (interrupting.) To 
portion of the House will those remarks apply ? 


Mr. STUART. 


what | 


In regard to that inquiry, | 


I would say to the gentleman from Ohio, that itis | 


of no importance to what portion of the members 
they apply. If weare going to act upon the prin- 
ciple of equality, let us do it in a proper manner. 

{Here a message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States by the hands of Mittarp 
P. Firtmore, his Private Secretary. | 

Mr. STUART, (resuming.) There have been 
many cases where a man has not spent one month 
here, during an entire long session of Congress, 
and yet has drawn his per diem for the whole ses- 
sion. Now, is this equality? Do gentlemen sup- 
pose that this question of equality can be reached 
in a minute? When you have reduced the mileage 
of each member to an equality, have we settled 
all? No such thing. j 
roll here, and also to deduct the per diem for ab- 
sence, before you will come near to an equality. 
Now, itis known to everybody, that gentlemen 
who reside in the States near this Capitol, go 


| home, visit there, and return at their pleasure. 
| But does their pay stop during the time? 


if a man 
is unwell, and goes home, and remains there until 
his convenience makes it proper for him to return, 
is his pay suspended? But suppose a man has 
the privilege, merely, of going home: then I would 
like to ask any gentleman who has a family, and 
children, how much he would give, as a matter of 
bargain, for the privilege of going home to visit 
them once a month, or once a week, or once in 
three months? 

Mr. AVERETT, (interrupting.) 


would say that there are members upon this floor 
receiving $200, or even as low as $150 mileage, 


| who find more difficulty in visiting their wives 


and children, and who do it less frequently, than 
others who are receiving from $800 to $1000 
mileage. 

Mr. STUART, (resuming.) All that goes to 
show the difficulty that exists in reducing this 
matter of milage to an equality; and the ouly ob- 
ject I had in view, in offering my remarks, was to 
show to"the House, in a few words, if I could, the 
impossibility of reaching that system of equality 
which all talk-so much about, and which all desire 
so much. 

But, sir, what is the proposition here? It 


is 


It is necessary to call the | 


In order to | 
| show the mequality of this mileage system, | 


‘| Union. 
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simply to place the Delegate from Oregon y,,, 

| same basis which every other gentleman. mn Ue 

| House stands upon, until this day of :pjj) 
arrived at. When we commence the ve 





mn 4 
4) | 


enum . 
ne 


raj S¥s. 


@, this pari 
ular case will be comprehended in whatever ta 
tem 


may be adopted, All that the committee now 
is, to place the Delegate from Oregon upon ie w 
the same basis oceupied by every other xen; =a 
here, until that object—which seems so each _ 
accomplished by gentlemen, but which | ¢), 
be found a most difficult one, when they 
—shall be finally accomplished. 
Mr. SWEETSER. Mr. Speuker, 1 int 
move, before I sit down, to refer this 
Committee of the Whole upon the 
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bill to 4 
ale of» 
The remarks | wish to make reflow . 
in the least degree upon the honorable yoy 
from California, or upon the committee that 
ported this bill. I desire to say to this i 4 
| that I have long since despaired of ever pon, 
dying this evil here; but 1 shall not be detora 
from expressing my opinion and sentiments fan. 
ly upon the subject, although gentlemen may s\ 
about Buncombe. Now, sir, at the time thie 
ritorial government was organized over 0 
| this House solemnly legislated in relat 
matter of mileage, and it was placed at the 
$2,500 for the Delegate from that Territor, 
have seen no reason for changing my opinioy 
relation to that matter, and I do not intend 
| change it in the vote [ may give upon this bj 
intend, when this subject comes up in thet 
mittee of the Whole House, to move to fix thy 
mileage of the members of the House at a sp~=i 
sum. I am notin favor of going beyond one 
| sand dollars, as mileage, to any member of this 
House, and fixing that as the maximum, and 5 
| as the minimum—making it uniform. The; 
is sufficient. I move to refer this bi!!, wit! 
amendments, to the Committee of the W! 
the state of the Union, and upon that [ ca! 
previous question. 

Mr. ALLISON. I would ask the gentle 
from Ohio, [Mr. Sweertser,] to withdraw his m 
tion until I can offer an amendment, whic! 
' think will meet with his approbation. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Will you renew it! 
Mr. ALLISON. I will. 

Mr. SWEETSER. Then I withdraw my mo 
| tion. 
The amendment of Mr. 
| read by the Clerk, as follows: 
3 in computing the mileage of members of the 

Senate and members of the House of Representavv: 

same shail be computed by the most direct and shortes! 

| mail route, or by the shortest practicable traveled r 
from the residence of each Senater and member of | 

House of Representatives to the seat of Government 


Mr. ALLISON. I offer this amendment, Mi 
| Speaker, because if such a resolution were adept 
a, it would relieve members of this House very 
much, when they are called upon to furnish | 
Committee on Mileage with the distances of the 
residences from the seat of Government. Now, 
sir, you are aware, and if you are not you have 
but to consult the Committee on Mileage to know 
it, that there are several routes from the resi 
dences of each of the members of this House! 
the seat of Government, and it sometimes embar 
rasses the members of that committee in comp 
ting the mileage of members; and it embarrasse 
not only the committee but members 0! 
House. By that amendment I[ propose 
mileage shall be computed by the shortest 12! 
route, or by the shortest traveled route. Nov 
do not believe the spirit of the Jaw will, althous! 
the language of it may, justify members in calcu 
lating their mileage by a circuitous route. | do 10! 
belfeve the spirit of the jaw recognizes or coun'’ 
nances such a calculation, although its letter doe 
I believe that when that law was passed, meme! 
of Congress had to reach this place by modes 

travel altogether more difficult than those wie! 
| they are now able to avail themselves of. The". 
many of them had to come here on horseback, 

and I do not know but some of them had to come 
on foot. I believe it was intended that members 
should be paid’a per diem in traveling. Many % 
them could not travel more than twenty miles ® 
day, and it was intended that they should recelr® 
eight dollars for traveling that distance. Now, 
some of us can travel two or three hundred miles 
a day, by railroad, and in doing that, we travel, 
| probably, a greater distance in one day than mem 
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eemeriy could in ten or fifteen days. I do 
sieve that the law contemplated such a state 
ives at all, and it is my conviction, that the 
ei culd be altered so that members be paid by 
: pene practicable route. ‘The law allows us 
; oe snost usually traveled route. That in | 
ig not the shortest by any means. I | 


"y 
PS 


st 


, 


n¢ eases . - 

‘old not impugn the motives of any member of 
ould not impug ea 
». House; but the law does give to members 


oo by roads that are indeed almost twice as 
«ve direct road to and from their places of 
ionce. ‘The spirit of the law never intended 
sal we should, if the letter of the law gives 
"e) modify it that it cannot be evaded. Let gen- 
nen travel as they may,, by the direet, or 
+ the most convenient and comfortable to them- 
ives, but let them not charge the Government 
the longest and most comfortable route. - If 
‘ay are disposed to travel a circuitous road of 
ceven or eight hundred miles when they ean reach 
. geat of Government by a road of four hundred 
;. let them not charge by the eight hundred 
je route. I think that there is great proprie- 
Pate she adoption of the amendment, so as to 
--.. « the shortest practicable mail or traveled 
it will relieve the committee. You did me 
onor, Mr. Speaker, of placing me upon that 
iwtee, and should I ever be permitted to 
wast in this Hall when you are again constitut- 
- the committees, 1 would here merely give 
ae akind hint not to place me upon that com- 
mittee. [tis a very honorable and pleasant place 
w serve, but I do not desire to serve more than 
one session upon it. I trust we may now have in 
he House an indication of their disposition upon 
s subject. The committee wish to treat all the 
mbers heré alike, to place them upon an equal- 
» and to give all that thelaw allows; and yet we | 
i by conversing with friends, that there exists 
desire to have the law altered. ‘They say that 
rus as it now stands, is wrong; therefore 
let us now have atest. 1 have no doubt but that 
very member here will vote for such an altera- 
| have not found in my intercourse with 
embers, any who are opposed to it. I have 
fered this amendment to ascertain whether the 
nittee shall hereafter be permitted to compute 
nileage by the shortest practicable route from the 
ssidence of members to the seat of Government. 
| wish the matter tested. I move that the bill be 
eferred to the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. SWEETSER called for the previous ques- 


Mr. MARSHALL, of California. I hope the 
entleman will withdraw his call for the previous 
juestion for a moment. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I 
uonally. 

Mr. MARSHALL. [I shall detain the House 

tavery few minutes. I am decidedly in favor 

he original bill as reported by the committee; 
aid it seems to me that in all this loose and irregu- 
ir expression of the opinion of the House that 
that bill is the only deals thing which points at all 
towards that equality and justice for which gentle- 
men pretend to contend. [tis a singular sort of 
equality which would pay a gentleman who trav- 
ds from here to Baltimore forty cents a mile as 

is traveling expenses, and which would pay a 
man who travels from Oregon or California here 
the sum of some two cents and a half per. mile. 
Lyerybody who knows anything of the road, (and 
lew gentlernen here do know anything about the 
creater portion of it,) knows that the ratio of dan- 
ger and difficulty and expense increases infinitely 
vith each mile as we go more remote from the | 
Vapitol. Let any gentleman attempt to effect a 
icy of insurance upon his life when he is going 
‘rom Washington city to California, and mark 
ie difference in the premium. And is not that a 
aalter as fairly to be taken into consideration as 
2 Suggestion of the gentleman from Maryland, 
ir. Evans?] If a man exposes his life, as each 
an Who makes this trip does imminently, is not 
“iat fairly to be taken into consideration? Is there 
“ly equality whatever in the naked principle logi- 
auyand simply stated? Is there any principle 
“pon which this depends? that a siviesber who 
‘avels One hundred miles is to get forty cents a 
mile,and a member who travels three or four 
rousand miles is to get two and a half cents per 
ue, when the member who travels the longest 
“stance has to pay in proportion greater for ex- 
penses than the member who travel 


as the 


lt 





a) 


withdraw it uncondi- 


the shortest |! 


many, many chances of losing it altogether. 








| distance? Is it possible for any question to be 
| clearer? 


It is obvious gentlemen cannot in this 
effort be actuated simply by a desire for equality. 
Gentlemen talk of the sacrifice which all other 
members make here—of neglect and the loss of 
business. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Evans] says that he is alawyer. Iam a lawyer 
also, and [ dare say have received more in a sin- 
gle fee—more for a single two hours’ discussion, 
than that gentlemen ever did in any one year— 
even the most lucrative year of his practice. 
My seat upon this floor costs me more. I make 
each and every day a greater sacrifice in the ad- 
vancement of my private and personal fortune than 
any man in this House; infinitely more. Mem- 
bers ought to bear in mind these collateral facts. 


| A member that comes back from California is en- 


titled, in the minds of the House, to the consider- 
ation of another fact, that he not only has to come 
back from California, but that he had to go there. 
1 know that I myself was nine months in making 
that trip—nine months of peri! and of danger. | 
felt when I started that [ had a high mission to 
accomplish; one in which | have persisted regu- 
larly, constantly, and perseveringly ever since. 
Other men did not choose to undertake it. Other 
gentlemen having comfortable, convenient, easy, 
lucrative situations at home preferred remaining 
there. It costs some gentlemen nothing to come 
to Congress. [t costs them nothing to run for 
Congress. It cost me a year.of my life, with 
Q l hee 
leave to assure the House, that my mileage, great 
as it looks to a man in the States, did not bring 


| me even with my actual expenditures in the can- 


vass by which I now hold this seat here. I was 
out of pocket after | got from the Sergeant-at- 
Arms all even of this seemingly extravagant mile- 
age. Gentlemen seem, however, to forget all the 


| facts in reference to California—even that her mem- 


bers are very inadequately compensated for their 
trouble and experse in getting here. | paid in gold 
dust more money than I have received from the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms ofthis House. Now, where would 
be the equality in cutting down this rate? Why, 
the barley feed for my mule—and we travel there 
where none could go but a mule—is fifty cents per 
pound, and you have to feed a great many pounds 
in scrambling over such rocks as we have to scram- 
ble over; fifty cents a pound, or five dollars a day, 


' for the mere feeding of your animal: twenty-five 


cents a drink, {laughter,] and the people of Cali- 
fornia will once in a while take a drink tm election 
times, when the great Democratic party is making 
a powerful, and as it turned out, a successful ef- 
fort, to organizeitself. Ingreatand exciting times 
like that, the people of California will sometimes 
take a drink; and you have to pay a quarter for it 
every time. [Laughter.| You have to pay in the 
mountains even more. Thecircumstances of any 
gentleman of any relation there are widely differ- 
ent from what they are here; and these differences 
ought fuirly to be taken into consideration. They 
talk about equality: I say this mileage does not 


make me on an equality with any of those gentle- 


men, especially the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Carttenr;] and I will venture that, at the end of 
any Congressional term, the gentleman from Ohio, 


| who was so violent in his denunciations of the in- 


equalities of mileage paid to us, is very much more 


| the gainer than any Delegate from any remote 


Territory whatever, upon the mere pay and mile- 
age; and he has got twice as much now clear 
profit—twice as much as I have, or could by pos- 
sibility have. 

I was in the hope that it was not necessary for 
me to say anything at all upon the subject to-day. 
I mean at a proper period to discuss it more se- 
riously and more at length. I have contented my- 
self, at present, with merely showing that there 
was at least one man in the House who does not 
hold to the opinions which have been expressed 
so readily all around. 

But here is an opinion which I have to express. 
If gentlemen think this matter of mileage is a hum- 
bug—that it is a living injustice; that it is a re- 
proach to Congress—if gentlemen want to talk to 
Buncombe about these questions, I have a propo- 
sition to make, which [ do now make expressly 
to Buncombe, and I want the Reporters to write 


| it down—I will sacrifice all my mileage readily. I 


am able to do it, thank Providence and the gold 
mines. I will give up all my mileage. I say, just 
acknowledge the whole system a humbug; dis- 
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pense with it entirely, and there is not a man in 
this House who will accord his consent to it se 
cheerfully and so readily as 1 will. There is not 
a man who eares so little about money as | do, as 
i have always cared, and as I hope to care while 
I live. I say, give up the mileage entirely, and 
restrict ourselves to the per diem. Let a bill of 
that kind be reported, and it will receive my cheer 

ful and ready consent. But there has been in the 
whole legislation of the country, ever since Cali 

fornia attempted to be admitted into the Union up 
to this moment, a system of distinctions and dis 

criminations against that State, which 
to drive any generous and independent people into 
resentment, and into a very serious ¢ 
their resentment. 
constantly. 


is enous 


NPression of 
illustrations of this occur to m 
on . 

There is found three ounces of 
dust in Georgia and North Carolina, and all at 
onee a Mint springs over the spot to coin i We 
have a hundred millions a yeur, and we cannot 


geta blacksmith shop, and we do not want any 
thing better—any sort of a log hut—so the Gov 


ernment will send its sovereign power 
stamp our gold with the mark of its tru 
to give it its market value as it con 
the mines and the hands of the laborer. ‘That 
all we ask, and we cannot get it done. In New 
Orleans $3,000,000 have been appropriated fo: 
custom-house, and in San Francisco $300,000- 
San Francisco being infinitely ahead at the sam: 
time in the revenue she yields to the Government. 
These are two of the hundreds of odious and un 
reasonable discriminations which are made by t) 
Government against the State I represent here. 

I have forborne to speak of these things—have 
never sought to speak of them; but the neglect of 
this House upon the one hand, and its spasmodic 
activity upon the other—the utter neglect, on the 
one hand, to make appropriations absolutely ne- 
cessary for California, and the promptitude and 
readiness exhibited upon the other hand to eut 
down the compensation of the Representative from 
that State, would make it meanness in me to fo: 
bear longer from showing, at least, that Calitornia 
has got some sort of Representative up: 
floor, who means to have 
heard. 

Mr. WOODWARD. I merely wished to sug 
gest my reasons for approving the report of th 
committee, when I inquired whether there wa 
not a general law and restriction applicable to all 
members. It is stated, however, that that restric 
tion has been overlooked heretofore. | cannot 
help it. Ido not think ita very material matter 
that it has been, setting apart the consideration of 
morality. I rise now to make an observation in 
reference to the proposition of the gentleman ove: 
the way, who has submitted an ameydment. The 
object of that amendment is to determine by what 
indications the route proper to be traveled by the 
member, shall be selected. The aimis to reduce 
the compensation of the members ofthe legislative 
branch of the Government—at least I so under 
stand it. And here I have a pertinent inquiry to 
put: Why is it thatthe members of the |e rislative 
branch of the Government are perpetually asaail- 
ing their own compensation, without our ever hear- 
ing any complaint of the compensations given to 


+? . 
tnere t 
vaiue, 


es trom 


aa 


n this 


her voice distinctly 


| any other branch? Why has your President never 


besought you to reduce his compensation? Have 
your heads of Departments ever clamored here to 
fave their compensations reduced? Has your 
Army ever done it? Has your Navy ever esked 
this? Have your Diplomatic Corps ever com 
plained that they received too much? Such 1 
proposition from either of these services would fil! 
this House and the country with amazement. 
And yet these officers receive compensations, in 
some cases, two hundred per cent. higher than the 
compensation given to members of this House. 
Your President receives $25,000 a year. Your 
Heads of Departments receive, | think, each about 
$6,000 a year. Your Judiciary receive $5,000 « 


| year. Your Diplomatic Corps receive from $6,000 
| to $18,000 a year, and that year made as short as 


|‘the President may choose to make it. 


Your first 


' rate subordinates under the President receive 66,000 


a year; your second-rate subordinates receive from 
$3,006 to $4,000a year. Your third-rate subordi- 
nates receive from $1,600 to $2,500 « year. And 


| yet, never, from the foundation of thisGovernment, 


has one solitary Executive subordinate hesoughit 
you to reduce his compensation. But is this all ? 
No, sir. They have, on the contrary, a large pro- 
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portion of them, besought you continually to in- 


crease that compensation. The clamor here in this 
body, for raising the comparatively exaggerated 
compensations, in the other Departments, is only 
equaled by the clamor to reduce our own. Now, 


I put it to gentlemen upon this floor, who stand up | 


here as patriots, as they say, and do doubtless ima- 
gine that they are prompted by love for the people 
and the country, why is this? 
that the same member to-day claims to have re- 


duced his own compensation, and to-morrow rises | 


here and advocates an increase of compensation to 
subordinates in the executive branch? I leave 
gentlemen to answér the question, laying their 


hands upon their bosoms, what is the reason of | 


. ; 
this? 


‘The Government of the United States is called 


a Democracy, and Democracy is a government 


in which the people elect those to make the laws | 


who hold the offices. But here, within this Hall, 
are all the officers elected by the people under our 
system? Your President appoints the whole Ex- 
ecutive branch; he appoints the whole judicial 


branch; he appoints the whole diplomatic corps. | 
And yet what | 


He makes your Army and Navy. 1 
a spectacle do we present? Placed here by the 
Constitution to sustain 


Why, even those so-called Federalists, such as 


flamilton and Morris, were all agreed, that this | 


was the supreme branch of the Government, and 


that the other branches were merely subordinate. | 


But what do we see in practice? Whiy, you find 


this body enlisted continually in its own degrada- || 
tion, and everything is done that can be done | 
by it to destroy its own dignity and independence. | 
The salaries paid to an Auditor, not to go up | 


to the first-rate subordinates of the President, 
are such as to seduce men from this body—even 


from the Senate—from the Chief Magistracy of | 


a State. Men will abandon the office of Chief 


Mazgistrate of a State to become commercial agents | 
Now, can this body pos- || 
sibly maintain its own dignity and independence 


in some foreign port. 


under such a state of things? 

I do not wish to go further into this subject at this 
time, as I do not conceive it to be fully and regu- 
larly before the body. I hope the bill will be re- 


committed to the committee, with the amendment 
of the gentleman over the way, [Mr. eae} | 


But what I have to say finally is this, and what 

shall embrace some more appropriate occasion to 
eularge upon, that except you giveto the mem- 
bers of the legislative branch of the- people—the 
elected branch of the Government—compensation 


that will put officers beyond all temptation which | 
your President can offer them in any office, this | 


branch of the Government will fall into contempt 
and disgrace. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I 


have not 


the doctrine which the gentleman from South Car- 


olina, {Mr. Woopwarp,] who has just taken his || 
I do not consider || 
that those who are for equalizing mileage and com- || 
pensation are for degrading the Legislative De- | 


seat, seems to impute to them. 


partment of the Government. 


Mr. WOODWARD. 


spirit of this House as manifested since I have 
been a member, stating at the time, that I con- 
ceived the present proposition, as according with 
those objects. I cuntended that the compensation 
of members ought to be made just between one 


and the other, and my reason for recommitting the | 


bill is with that view, to make the compensation 
equal as far as possible. 
Mr. STEPHENS. 


of the bill now before us to be the removal of the 


equal system. 


more unequal than it now is. The gentleman cer- 


tainly advocated the passage of the bill as reported | 


by the gentleman upon my left, [Mr. Henpricks. } 
Now, I put it to this House, and the country, if it 
is just that the present unequal system should be 
rendered more so? 
should receive $40 mileage and others shall receive 
$5,000? Does it add to our dignity as members 
of a lecislative branch of the Government, that this 


inequality should exist, much less that it should | 


be increased ? 
Mr. WOODWARD, 
law limited it-——— 


Why is it, tell me, | 


this branch of the Gov- | 
ernment, we are but instruments to prostrate it. 


| not control our action here. 


| any consideration allow an unequal and exorbitant 
| amount to be paid to any particular member or 
| class of members. 
| an exorbitant amount, compared with the compen- || * . 
| ayes 70, noes 44—no quorum voting. 


| pensation, 
heard any gentleman upon this floor advocating | 


I took oceasion to make | 
remarks with reference to the general habit and || 


| of members and Senators. 


| say a word only in—— 


I understand the principle | 


Is it right that one member | 


I stated that the general | 


Mr. STEPHENS. We have been told that | 
the general law was imperative. I am not informed 
upon that subject. It is for me, however, to give 
my opinion and vote upon the bill before this 
House. Now this bill proposes to repeal that pro- 
vision of the existing law by which the mileage 
of the Delegate from Oregon is limited to $2,500; 
and I think that $2,500 is a sufficient maximum 
limitation upon the mileage of all members of 
Congress. The gentleman wishes to put the mem- 
bers of this House upon an equal footing with 
your Judiciary. Well, sir, I shall not oppose 
that; but | am opposed to putting some above 
others. All, in my opinion, should be put upon 
the same footing. Do not put the Delegate from 
Oregon, or the Representatives from California, | 
or the Representatives from Utah, when that 
shall become a State, upon a position higher and 
more elevated than members from Georgia or 
South Carolina, Maryland or Virginia: let us have 
equality. Whatever may be necessary to elevate 
your legislative department—whatever may be es- 
sential to carry out this ebject, do it, and I will be 
with the gentleman. It is because I am for jus- 
tice and equality, that I am opposed to this bill. 
I see no reason for giving the Delegate from Ore- 
gon a salary of $5,000as mileage, when a member 
from Maryland gets but $40. The gentleman 
from California [Mr. Marsuatt] says that upon a 
settlement with the Sergeant-at-Arms, after taking 
his expenses into consideration, he was minus. 
But what expenses does he bring into the account? 
His legitimate traveling expenses to and from Cal- 
ifornia only? By no means. But his expenses in 
traveling in that rugged country in his canvass, and 
allthe expenses incident to an electioneering of cam- 
paign, including mule feed and even his own grog- 
bill at twenty-five cents a drink. Now,I ask this 
House if it is our duty, andif we should recognize 
this principle, that the expenses of electioneering | 
campaigns incurred by the members of the House 
are to be paid out of the public Treasury as mileage 
to members? Is it by sanctioning any such prin- 
ciple that we are to elevate the dignity of this 
House? My opinion is, that these considerations | 
should not enter into our views at all, and should | 
And while we should 
see that the pay or compensation of all is enough to | 
sustain the Legislature as an independent coordi- 
nate branch of the Government, we should not for 


The effect of this bill is to give 


sation of other members, to the Delegate from 
Oregon. We should have some general and just | 
system. If $5,000 besides per diem is just for the 
Delegate from Oregon, it is equally just for all the 
rest. Iam for an equal and just system of com- 
This bill has no such object. So far 
from it, its object is to increase the present in- 
equality, by removing the restrictions put upon 
the amount to be paid to the Delegate from Ore- 
gon. Imfthis be done, it will be opening the doors 
for greater inequalities than those now existing | 
and on account of which there has been so much | 
and just complaint for years, in the mileage, both 
I move to la 
upon the table, and upon that question 
yeas and nays. 


" Mr. MARSHALL, of California. 


the bill | 
ask the 


I wish to | 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will with- 
draw my motion for the gentleman from Califor- | 
nia to make a personal explanation. 

Mr. MARSHALL, I did not suppose that 


my remarks, playfully made, would bear the con- 


|| struction that my traveling expenses, and grog 
limitation now existing upon the present very un- 
If the bill pass, the system will be | 


bills included, should be paid by the Government. 
That portion of my remarks was addressed as a | 
reply to remarks of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Penge 
ment of the loss which had accrued to him, and 
which did aecrue to other members, by running | 
for Congress and taking seats here. Among other 
things, he mentioned the loss of his professional 
practice. 
mate matter for consideration as the others which | 
had been urged; and that the peculiar condition 
and expenses connected with the country which I 
represent, are fairly to be considered, and ought 
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Mr. STEPHENS. In reply tot . 
from California, I will simply Say, 
terly opposed to permitting any of 
tal expenses of the campaign to e F 
compensation of members. How eaten the 
must be to carry an election, either in the no 
Baltimore or New York! for althouch the “’ 
no mules to be employed there, | expect rv _ 
a great deal of grog to be drunk. | nee 
the motion to lay the bill upon the table. ana 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was then taken; and jt 
cided in the negative—yeas 80, nays j0] 
lows: r 


le entlema, 
that I am 
these cider. 
nter int ; 


ive » 
uN 


» and ask 


Was da 


+ as fo). 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Charles Allen, Wiljjc 4 
len, William Appleton, Averett, Thomas H. Bayly.” 
rere, Bartlett, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bocoek, John Wp. 
Briggs, Brooks, George H. Brown, Burrows, ¢ a ; 
Lewis D. Campbell, Cartter, Chapman, Chastain. @», 


| well, Cleveland, Clingman, Curtis, George 'T, Davis 1, 


| ery, Edmundson, Evans, Ewing, Floyd, Fowler, 14, 


) drew Johnson, James Johnson, George W. Jones, J. g) 


Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Benj. Thompson, " 


| Wildrick—80. 


ivy 
Havey. 


Jenkins, 4» 


Fuller, Goodenow, Hammond, Harper, Hascall). 
Hebard, Hibbard, Houston, John W. Howe, 
Jones, George G. King, Preston King, Kurtz, McLanahse 
McMullin, Meacham, Miller, Miner, Henry p. Moen 
Morehead, Murphy, Murray, Newton, Oudaw, Perkins 
Savage, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Skelton, Stanly, pu 
jamin Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens 
Walbridge, Washburn, Watkins, Alexander White, 5 d 
NAYS—Meessrs. Aiken, Allison, David J. Bailey, Roo), 
Bissell, Bragg, Breckenridge, Brenton, Buell, Busby, (4. 
kie, Chandler, Clark, Cobb, Colcock, Conger, Daniel, J. g 
Davis, Dawson, Disney, Doty, Duncan, Dunhain, East: 
Edgerton, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Freeman, Thos. J. 5 


| Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Geutry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gyo, 


Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. flare’ 
Hendricks, Henn, Holladay, Howard, Thomas Y. flow 
Ingersoll, [ves, Jackson, John Johnson, Robert W, Joby, 
son, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, Edward C. Marchal}, Hy» 


| phrey Marshall, McCorkle, McDonald, McQueen, Mo} ny, 
| John Moore, Morrison, Nabers, Olds, Samuel W. Parker, 


Peaslee, Penn, Penniman, Phelps, Powell, Price, Rantoy 

Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Russell, Sackett. Seuny, 
David L. Seymour, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Fredenck 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abr’ P. Stevens, Stone, 


| St. Martin, Strother, Stuart, George W. Thompson, Thus. 


ton, Townshend, Venable, Wallace, Walsh, Ward, Weich, 


| Addison White, Wilcox, Williams, Woodward, and Yates 


—10). ‘ 
So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 


| table. 


who had gone into a state- || 


I say that my bill of items is as legiti- || 


| to go to make up that equality for which I con- | 
| tend. That is whatI said, and what I meant to say, | 


Mr. SWEETSER renewed the motion to refer 


| the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
|| state of the Union; and on that motion he de- 
manded the previous question. 


The question was taken on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question; and there were— 


Mr. STUART called for tellers; which were 
ordered, and Messrs. BrecKkenrinGe and Crayp- 


| LER were appointed. 


The question was again taken, and the tellers 


| reported—ayes 85, noes not counted. 


So the previous question received a second. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. ROBINSON inquired what was the ques- 
tion pending? 

The SPEAKER stated that a motion had been 
made to recommit the bill to the committee that 


|| reported it, with certain instructions, to which in- 


structions an amendment was pending; anotler 
motion had been made to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
without instructions; and upon that mowon We 


vote would first be taken. 


Mr. EVANS. [ask the unanimous consent of 


| the House to modify my instructions so as in the 
| first place to pay all the expenses of actual trave! 
of every member. 


Mr. KING, of New York, and several other 


| members, tae , 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I desire to say to tle 


| friends of this bill—— 


[Loud cries of ‘** Order !’”] iress 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman can address 
the House only by unanimous consent, the pre 


vious question having been ordered. r 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. He reported the 


| bill. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. The chairman of the 
committee who reported the bill, has a right © 
speak for one hour. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
Chair, that it has been again and again 


I bee leave to remind the 
> > | 
decided, 
that on a motion to refer to a committee, the chatr- 
man is pot entitled under the rules to speak. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair so decides. The 
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on referring the bill to the Committee 


westion is ‘ . 
+ the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Vr, CARTTER demanded the yeas and nays. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Is it in order 
“again to move to lay the bill upon the table? 
rhe SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I 


The yeas and nays were then ordered on Mr. 


GweETSER’S motion. 


STEPHENS 


make that 


Me I withdraw the motion to 


yt . « . 
7 ‘taken on the motion to refer the bill. 
pet “ 


The quesiion was then taken on Mr. Sweer- 
op’s MOLION; and it was decided in the negative— 
nays 96, as follows : 


yeas ily 


mo- | 


he bill upon the table, until the vote shall have | 


* ypAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Charles Allen, Allison, | 


Williaa Appleton, Barrete, Bartlett, Bibighaus, Bocock, 
> nes. George H. Brown, Burrows, Caldwell, Lewis D. 
‘yell, Cartter, Chapman, Chastain, Cleveland, Cling- 
curtis, Daniel, George T. Davis, Dockery, Duncan, 
rrans, Floyd, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gentry, Giddings, 
jenow, Hammond, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Hascall, 


vd. Houston, John W. Howe, Hunter, James Johnson, | 


( woe W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, George G. King, Preston 
“oe Kurtz, McMullin, Meacham, Miller, Millson, Henry 


hil — 

). Moore, John Moore, Murray, Newton, Outlaw, Perkins, 
Sackett. Savage, Sechermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoon- 
maker, Skelton, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, ‘Thaddeus Ste 


yens, Strother, Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin 
Thompson, Toombs, Watlbridge, Wallace, Walsh, Wash- 


burn, Watkins, Addison White, Wildrick, Woodward, and 


Yates 


WAY <_ Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Ashe, Babeock, Da- | 


vid J. Bailey’, Thomas H. Bayly, Beale, Bell, Bissell, Bragg, | 
neckenridge, Brenton, Buell, Busby, Caskie, Chandler, | 


Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colcock, Conger, John G. Davis, | 


Dawson, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, 
Fwing. Fieklin, Pitch, Florence, Freeman, Thomas J. D. 
Puller. Gambie, Gaylord, Grey, Hall, Hamilton, Sampson 
W. Harris, Haven, Hendricks. Henn, Howard, Thomas Y. 
How, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jno. John- 

Robert W. Johanson, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, Ed- 
ward C. Marshall, McCorkle, McDonald, McLanahan, Me- 
Queen, Miner, Molony, Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, 
Navers, Olds, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Penniman, Phelps, 
Porter, Powell, Price, Rantoul, Richardson, Robbins, Robie, 
Robinson, Russell, Scurry, Origen S. Seymour, David L. 
Seymour, Smart, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
won, Abraham P. Stevens, Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, 
St. Martin, Stuart, Geo. W. Thompson, Thurston, 'Towns- 
heud, Ward, Welch, Wilcox, and Williams—96. 


So the House refuged to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. . 
Mr. HENDRICKS. What is the next ques- 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 


the amendment to the instructions proposed by the | 


gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move the previous 
quesuon. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
already been ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to lay 
the bill and all the amendments pending upon the 


table; and upon that motion demanded the yeas 
and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and the ques- | 


tion being taken, it was decided in the negative— 
yeas 79, nays 94, as follows: 
YEAS~—Messrs. Abercrombie, Chas. Allen, William Ap- 


pleton, Averett, Babeock, Thos. H: Bayly, Barrere, Bartlett, 
bennett, Bibighaus, Bocock, John H. Boyd, Brooks, Geo. 


H. Brown, Burrows, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Cart- | 
ter, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, Cleveland, Clingman, | 


Curtis, George T. Davis, Dockery, Edmundson, Evans, 
Floyd, Fowler, Goodenow, Hammond, Harper, Sampson 
W. Harris, Haseall, Haven, Hebard, Hibbard, Houston, 


John W. Howe, Hunter, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James | 
Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, George G. | 


King, Preston King, Kurtz, Meacham, Miller, Millson, 
Henry D. Moore, Morehead, Murray, Newton, Outlaw, 
Perkins, Price, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Schoonmaker, Skelton, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, 


\lexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Sutherland, | 


“weetser, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Toombs, Wal- 


tridge, Washburn, Watkins, Alexander White, and Wil- | 


crick—79 


_NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Allison. Ashe, Da- 
rid J. Bailey, Beale, Bell, Bissell, Bragg, Breekenridge, 


( ark, Cobb, Coleock, Conger, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
suey, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Fick- 
in, Pitch, Florence, Freeman, Gamble, Gentry, Gilmore, 


Grey, Hail, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, | 


Thomas Y. How, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, John Johnson, 
ou W. Johnson, Letcher, Lockhart, Mace, Edward 
- farshall, Humphrey Marshall, McCorkle, McDonald, 
hc unahan, McQueen, Miner, Molony, John Moore, Mor- 
~ h, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, 
bat Penniman, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Rantoul, Rob- 
= Robie, Robinson, Russell, Scurry, David L. Seymour 
igen 8. Seymour, Smart, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
e. tanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Stone, St. Martin, Stuart, 
Walch Ww. Thompson, Thurston, Towashend, Wallace, 
“ Ward, Weich, Wilcox, Williams, aud Woodward 
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So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

The question recurred upon Mr. An.ison’s 
amendment to the instructions to the Committee 
on Mileage, proposed by Mr. Evans. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Is the previous question 
exhausted? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. The previous 
question will apply first to the amendment pro- 
posed to the instructions; second, to the recom- 
mitment of the bill to the Committee on Mileage, 
with instructions, and if not committed, the bill 
will then be put upon its engrossment. 

The question was then takenon Mr. ALuison’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Evans’s motion 
to recommit the bill with instructions. 

Mr. EVANS. [now ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House so to modify the instructions as 
to provide for the traveling expenses of every 
member of the House before equalizing the mile- 
ace. 

[Loud cries of ** Object !’’] 

Mr. HARRIS, of ‘Tennessee, moved that the 
House do now adjourn; but withdrew it at the 
request of . 

Mr. WILDRICK, who, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled 
** An act toadmit the hermaphrodite brig Sylphide 
to register;’? which thereupon received the signa- 
ture of the Speaker. 

Mr. HARRIS then renewed the motion to ad- 
journ. 

And the question being put, it was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 86, noes 73. 

So the House adjourned until to-morrow. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 
By Mr. CLARK: A bill entitled *‘ An act to amend an 
act entitled ‘ An act for laying off the towns of Fort Madi 


| son and Burlington, in the county of Des Moines, and the 


towns of Bellevue, Dubuque, and Peru, in the county of 
Dubuque, Territory of Wisconsin.’ *’ 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A bill to authorize the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi to sell the lands here 
tofere appropriated for the use of schools in that State, and 
to ratify and approve the sales already made. 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of J. M. Cruse and 24 
other citizens of Hickory county, Missouri, for a post road 
from Hermitage, Hickory county, via Buffalo, to Hartville, 
Wright county, in the State of Missouri. 

Also, the petition of Jesse L. Paine and 94 other citizens 
of Dallas county, Missouri, for a post road from Hermitage, 
Hickory county, via Buffalo, to Hartville; Wright county. 

Also, the petition of Cyrus W. MeCullock and other cit- 
izens of Dade county, Missouri, praying that relief may be 
extended to said McCullock by refunding to him the pur 
chase money paid to the United States for a certain tract of 


| land. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Pettis county, Missouri, 


| for a post road from Fairview, Pettis county, to High Point, 


Johnson county. 

By Mr. HAVEN: Various papers and four petitions by 
masters, mariners, and persons interested in the commerce 
of Lake Erie and the northwestern lakes, and of physicians | 


| and surgeons, for a marine hospital at Buffalo, New York. 


By Mr. ALLISON: The memorial of sundry citizens of 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, for an act to prohibit 
the transportation or delivery of the mails on the Christian 
Sabbath or Lord’s day. 

Also, the petition of certain citizens of Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, praying that a post road be established be 
tween Economy and Hookstown, in said county. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petitions of C. P. Chandler, 
O. Sparks, William Odell, and J. G. 
Reed, assistant marshals, in the counties of Scioto, Adams, 
and Pike, Ohio, praying Congress to allow them additional 


compensation to that allowed by the act of May 23, 1850, | 


for taking the Seventh Census. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Ezekiel Jones and 
287 citizens of Scituate, Massachusetts; also, of Samuel C. 
Martin and 25 other branch pilots, of Boston ; also, of Henry 
Paine and 158 others, ship- masters, and others, of Province- 
town ; also, of George Marston and 42 others, merchants, 
ship-masters, and others, of Barnstable, Massachusetts, 


| praying for an appropriation from the Treasury of the United 


|| States for the improvement of the harbor of Scituate, in the 
Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Busby, Caskie, Churchweil, 


| State of Massachusetts. 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Wil- 
liam Vanerson, for himself and others, praying for a mail 
route from Monticello, Mississippi, via Benjamin Bresten’s, 
to Smithdale, in the same State. 

By Mr. FITCH: Three petitions from citizens of Jasper 
county, Indiana, asking the establishment of a mail route 


| from Lafayette, Indiana, through Rensselaer and Morocco, 


to Moncure, Illinois. 

By Mr. FULLER, of Maine: The memorial of 8. R. 
Devereaux and 8 others, assistant marshals for the county of 
Hancock, Maine, praying an increase of compensation for 
taking the Seventh Census. 

Also, the remonstrance of Thomas Robinson and sundry 
others, ship-masters and ship-owners, of Ellsworth, of 
Maine, against repealing any of the provisions of the act of 
March 3, 1847, reducing costs in admirajty proceedings. 
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By Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee: The memorial of 
William Stidham and 81 other citizens of Fayette county® 
Tennessee, praying Congress to abolish the office of clhap- 
lain in the various branches of the public service 

By Mr. CHANDLER: Two memorials, numerousiy 
signed by citizens of Philadelphia, protesting against a re- 
newal of Woodworth’s patent for a planing machine. 

By Mr. FLORENCE: The memorial of Samuel Morton, 
Ward B. Haseltine, and John B. Austin, and others, of the 
city of Philadelphia, calling the attention of Congress te the 


| Obstruction which exists at the Falls or Rapids at Louis 


ville, Kentucky, and asking from the General Government 
an improved navigation around the Falls of Ohio te meet the 
requirement of the growing increase of western commerce 
upon the most imporant national highway of the Union 

By Mr. GREEN: The memorial of J. 8. Fouke and 
Charlies E. Mugg, deputy marshals of Sandusky county, 
Ohio, asking an inereased compensation for taking the cen 
sus 

Also, the petition of citizens of Wood county, Ohio, 
praying for the establishment @f a mail route from Stoner 
post office, Seneca county, to Woodbury, in Wood eounty 

Also, the petition of citizens of Wyandot county, Ohio, 
praying for the establishment of a mail route from Buevrus, 
through Upper Sandusky, &e., to Williamstown 

Also, the memorial of John MeCracken and George 
Heiby, deputy marshals of Crawford county 
further compensation for taking the census 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Chester county, Pennsylvania, asking the establishment of 
a mail route from Coatesville, in said county, to Westehe 
ter, Pennsylvania 

Also, the petition and papers of Elizabeth Pennington 
asking remuneration for property lost by her husband in 


» Uhio, asking 


| the late war with Great Britian. 


By Mr. BUSBY: The memorial of Joseph Muensches 
and 25 others, citizens of the county of Knox, Ohio, asking 
the suspension of Sunday wails 


Also, the n®temorial of J, E-. Peacock and 30 others, upon 


} the same subject 
| 


By Mr 
and N. B 


SWEETSER: The petition of Miles Penney 
Butler, asking additional compensation for ' 


| vices performed as assistant marshals in taking census 


under the act of May 22, 1850. 

By Mr. DISNEY: The memorial of certain citizens of 
Cincinnati, remonstrating against the extension of the patent 
} for MeCormick’s reaper 

Also, the memorial of certain citizens of Hamilton county, 
| Ohio, asking additional remuneration for the discharge of 
their duty as deputy marsbals in taking the recent census 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The memorial by the Speaker and 54 
| members of the Assembly of the State of New York; also, 
by Erastus Corning, of Albany, and 37 members of the As 
sembly of the State of New York, asking Congress (or the 
immediate establishment of a Mintin the city of New. York 

By Mr. HARPER: The memorial of Jonathan Pierce, of 
Muskingum county, Ohio, praving for a pension in con 
sequence of injury received in the war of Isl. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 17, 1852. 


Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morea. 
LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


The President pro tem. laid before the Senate a 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 24th 
February, 1851, transmitting copies of proxies 
given to represent the stock of the United States 
in the Louisville and Portland canal, with the in- 
| structions which accompanied said proxies, and a 
| list of the stockholders in said canal, with the 
| amount of stock owned by each; which was read. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have already intro- 
| duced a bill, which is upon the files of the Senate, 
proposing to purchase the remaining stock in that 
canal possessed by individuals, to make it a free 
canal, and to enlarge it. I believe the Committee 
| on Roads and Canals also have the subject under 

consideration. I think a proper disposition of 
| the communication would be, to let it lie on the 
table, and have it printed for the use of the Senate, 
| unless the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Baicur} 
| wishes to make some other disposition of it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I suppose the communication is 
| connected with a bill which I have had the honor 
to introduce to the Senate. I therefore move its 
| referencé to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
| and that it be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COMMUNICATION FROM KOSSUTH. 
| The PRESIDENT. The Chair has received a 
| letter from Louis Kossuth, inclosing a communi- 
| cation which was made, as he says, to the Presi- 
| dent of the United States, expressing his gratitude 
| and thanks to the two Houses of Congress, and 
to the various Heads of Departments for the man- 
ner in which he was received in Washington. The 
letter which he has addressed to me will! be read. 
The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 
Cincinnati, Onio, February 14, 1852. 


To the Hon. W. R. Krno, 
| President of the Senate: 


| Sin: Before I left Washington city I felt myself bound 
by gratitude to return my warmest thanks to the Govern- 
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raent and the Congress of the United States, for their gener- 
ous patronage they bad 8» kindly granted to me as the 
humble representative of my country, from the time when 
they had sent a steam frigate to Asia, in order to restore me 
to liberty and a¢tivity, to the moment when the august Sen- 
ate and House and the President bade me welcome in the 
Capitol and in the White House. 

Not initiated into the diplomatic forms of the United 
states, | respectfully directed my farewell to his Excellen- 
*y the President, and requested him to communicate ny 
assurance of everlasting gratitude to the Senate and tse 
House of Representatives. 

The Secretary of State had since the great kindness to 
inform me, though his letter has reached ine but recently, 
chat my request ii reapecttothe communication would have 
been gladly complied with, if it were consistent with the 
accepted forms; and he suggested it to me, as a more ap 
propriate way, to send copies of my address to the Presi 
dents of the Senate and of the House. 

it is upon this suggestion of the Secretary of State that I 


have now the great honor totmnelose the feeble expression of 


ay everlasting gratitude and hope, with the request to have 
it communicaied to the august body of which you are the 
President. 

Mr. President of the Senate, your most humbie and de- 
vout servant, L. KOSSUTH. 

The PRESIDENT. The communication ad- 
dressed to the President of the United States wus 
inclosed in that address to me. Does the Senate 
desire that communication to be read ? 

Mr. DOWNS. Yes; I wish to hear it read. 

Several Senators. Oh, no! 

The PRESIDENT. Not being addressed to 
ihe Senate, itis for the Senate to determine. It 
cannot be read unless such is the pleasure of the 
Senate. 

There being no objection, it was read, as fol- 
lows: 

Wasuinoton City, January 12, 1852. 

Prestpent: The most generous invitation contained in 
an act of the Congress of the United States, approved and 
officially transmitted to me by your Excellency, having af 
forded me the distinguished honor of being acceptably pre- 
sented, by the illustrious Secretary of State, to the Chief 
Magistrate of the Republic: 

Having been, upou subsequent resolutions of Congress, 
received with almost unprecedented honors, by the Senate 
and by the House of Representatives : 

Having been entertained with unsurpassed kindness by 
the Senators and Representatives of the United States, 
obliged with courtesies far excelling my aspirations by the 
heads of the various departments of the Executive Govera- 
ment, and favored by marks of kind attention and sympa 
thy by the honorable members of Congress, in numbers 
which almost equaled the aggregate of the two illustrious 
bodies of this great Republic: The time has come when 
ure exigencies of my country’s affairs require me to depart 
trom the city of Washington, and fulfill the agreeable duty 
ot acknowledging personally that protective sympathy 
which many towns, cities, and States, of this glorious Con- 
federation, continue to manifest in favor of the just cause 
ot iny country’s downtrodden independence and the free 
dom of the European continent, so intimately connected 
with ot. 

Chis my departure becoming more urgent, a3 according 
to the present condition of Europe every moment’s accident 
inay call on ne to answer those duties, which, in obedient 
compliance with my nation’s sovereign will | assumed, 
when as unanimously elected Governor of the State ot 
Hungary, I took oath to God and the people to maintain 
that navional independence which my nation had asserted 
so Leroically, and had declared so legitimately ; it is a mat 
ter of deep regret to me not to beable individually to express 
my everiasting warm gratitude. 

But though my mind be mournfully impressed with in 
onsolabie grief at the melancholy intelligence connected 
with the last inoments of my staying here, that the heart of 
tay beloved and venerable mother has brokea under the re- 
newed cruel persecution inflicted upon my family by the 
House of Austria, still, I cannot take my departure froin the 
eapital without leaving a formal, but sincere, acknowledg- 
ment of all those memorable favors so generously bestowed 
upon me. 

Conscious as [ am that these honors were neither de- 
served by, nor intended to me personally, who, an humble 
exile, never could consent to see myself aggrandized while 
iny eountry ies in ruin and in chains, | have then all the 
more thankfully received as manifestations of the respect 
tor the everlasting principles of national law, and of the 
iively sympathy which this great and generous country en- 
tertains tur my beloved and never tor a jwomentto be forgot- 
ten fatherland, now a temporary victim of the violation of 
those priaciples. 

The oppressed nations of the European Continent, 80 
highly interested in those principles, will look with conso- 
iauion at these memorable favors I was honored with, as 
to a practical proof that the Chief Magi- trate of this great 
Republic was indeed a true interpreter of its people's seuti- 
ments, and met with the cordial concurrence of the enlight 
ened legislature of his glorious country, when he officially 
declared that ** the United States cannot remain indifferent 
in a case in which the strong arm of a foreign power is in- 
voked to stifle public sentiment aad to oppress the spirit of 

freedom in any country.’’ 

This magnanimous declaration, folloWed by such gener- 
oua manitestations, will be recorded in history as a pro- 
testalion in behalf of the everiasting principles of the law 
of nations against their infraction by violence. And the 
millions of my people will revive with hope and confidenee 
when they shall come t@ Know what favors were bestowed 
upon their exiled chief by the great Republic of the West, 
in acknowledgment of the justice of Hungary’s cause. 

In her name, and as her representative, I have received 
them, and they have sunk into the very heart of my heart— 


in her name, and as her representative, I feel the duty of | 
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expressing my thanks for them, and desire your Exeel- 
lency, as well as the Executive officers, the Senate, and 
the House of Representatives, collectively and individually, 
to receive the assurances of my and my country’s eternal 
gratitude. ; 

Sad and solemn is the hour of parting from a presence so 
consoling and so august; but I carry with me,in my further 
wandering, the hope thatthe United States will continue 
kindly to remember always my unhappy but most well- 
deserving fatherland. 

Neither the pangs of exile, nor the egotism of my pa- 
triotic feelings, or the interests of all those nations whose 
common rights and wrongs [ plead before the mighty tribu- 
nal of publicity, will ever induce me to desire that the Uni- 
ted States should for our sake put in jeopardy the own wel- 
fare and prosperity of this glorious home of liberty; but as 
the present condition of Europe, and the coming events in 
that Continent, which cast already their shadows before 
them, cannot fail to attract the attention andinvite the eon 
sideration of such a Power on earth as the United States 
are, | cannot forbear to hope that the very consciousness 
of that security which the United States enjoy, while the 
greatest part of Europe quakes, will but more impress upon 
their true republican generosity the sentiments of supreme | 
urgency, to pronounce in respect to the Jaw of nations and 
international duties and rights, as also in respect to the un- 
disturbed safety of commercial intercourse in favor of such 
principles which, founded upon tie law of nature and of 
nature’s God, are equally consistent with the fundamental 
principles of this great Republic, and indispensable to peace 
and contentment on earth. 

Humanity would hail-suech a pronunciation from such a 
place with inexpressible joy ; and as it was the violation of 
these principles by armed foreign interierence in Hungary 
which opened the door to a system of overwhelming des- 
potism on the European continent, the very fact that Hun- 
gary, forced by the most treacherous Oppression ever seen 
in the history of mankind, has, in declaring ite independ- 
ence, but exercised that right and followed that principle 
upon which stand so gloriously the very political existence 
of the United States, and the fact that this legitimate inde- 
pendence was overthrown by the most eruel violation of 
international laws, makes me confidently hope that “the 
deep interest which the people of the United States feel in 
the spread of liberal principles, aud the establishment ot 
free Governments—the warm sympathy with which it wit 
nesses every struggle against oppression,’? as wel! as its 
profound sentiment of justice, and its congenial generosity, 
will become a source of such consolation tomy native land 
as the supreme constitutional authorities of this glorious 
Republic will, in their wisdom, deem consistent with the 
paramount duties towards their own country’s welfare and 
prosperity. 

It is with these sentiments of hope and thanks that I beg 
leave to reiterate the assurance of my everlasting respect 
and gratitude, and humbly entreat your Excellency to be 
pleased to communicate this my respectful farewell to the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Mr. President, your Excellency’s most humbie and obe- 
dient servant, L. KOSSUTH. 


Mr. BADGER. As these communications have 
been read, and as we have all listened to them with 
extreme attention, and are possessed of their in- 
teresting and valuable contents, unless my friends 


from Michigan,{Mr. Cass,] Illinois,{/Mr.Sexps,] | 
and New York, [Mr. Sewanp,] one or all of them, | 


desire some reference of them, I will submit the 
motion that they lie on the tabie. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. CHASE. I move that they be printed. 
Mr. BADGER. I suppose that goes to the 
Committee on Printing. 
The PRESIDENT. 
on Printing. 


Mr. BORLAND. 


port upon the question. 
The motion was not withdrawn. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. BADGER presented a memorial of R. | 


Rogers, a memorial of Thonias R. Glenn, a me- 
morial of Corday Y. Savage, and a memorial of 
W. R. Saville, assistant marshals for taking the 
Seventh Census, in North Carolina, praying ad- 


Committee of Claims. 
Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of assist- | 


|} ant marshals for taking the Seventh Census in | 
|| Hancock county, Maine, praying additional com- | 
| pensation; which was referred to the Committee | 


of Claims. 

Mr. WADE presented six memorials of assist- 
ant marshals for taking the Seventh Census in | 
Ohio, praying additional compensation; which | 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. . 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Seth | 
Sprague and others, members of a company of | 
** Sea Fencibles,’’ during the last war with Great | 
Britain, praying remuneration for money expend- | 
ed and services rendered in the defence of their | 
country; which was referred to the Committee of | 
Claims. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of William | 
W. Cox, praying compensation for services as | 
messenger in the office of the Sixth Auditor; | 


|| them to the House of Representatives. 


It goes to the Committee | 


1 hope the Senator then will | 
withdraw his motion, for [| have no wish to re- | 


Feb. 17. 


————— ————SS 
| which was referred to the Committee on the p,. 
| Officeand Post Roads. # Pos 
Mr. DAVIS presented a petition o 

of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, praying the 4 
| tion of measures for the untioabbe adjustmer “A 
| international controversies; which was referred - 
| the Committee on Foreign Relations, P 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, for his coileague (M 
| Cray,} to whom it had been transmitted, presenta 
| & petition of citizens of Cedarville, Ohio. at 
ing the recognition of the independene a 
Steam. 


: : e of 
| ria, and the establishment of a line of mail 
ers between the United States and that Repay! 
| which was referred to the Committee on Borein: 
Relations. ™ 
Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens y 
| lowa, praying the adoption of measures to preven, 
| any fitrther interference by Russia in the stryoot 
of the people of Hungary for liberty; 
| ordered to lie on the table. : 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERREp, 
On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of petty officers and sear 
on board the United States steamer Missouri, at the cae 
| her destruction at Gibraltar, on the files of the Senay 1 
| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ss 


On motion by Mr. McRAE, it was 


| Ordered, That the petition of Richard Ble 
| files of the Senate, be referred to the 
| Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. GEYER moved that the petition and pa: 
pers of John Chalmers be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, for the purpose of presenting 


The PRESIDENT. Has there been a report 
| in that case? 
| Mr. GEYER. An adverse report was mais 
in 1841,in which I learn that the Senate concurred, 
| The object in withdrawing these papers, is to pre- 
sent them to the House of Representatives, 
The PRESIDENT. The Senate having con. 


f inhabitant, 


atrugple 
Which wa, 


Vard, On the 
Committee on the 


|| curred in the adverse report, these papers, under 


| the rule, cannot be withdrawn. 
Mr.GEYER. Such was my impression, but 
[ learn from the Secretary that as they are not 
| to be withdrawn for use in The Senate, but in the 
House of Representatives, they may be withdraws 
| for presentation to that body. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will read the 
| rule, and leave it to the Senate to say whether it 
| embraces the object of the Senator from Missouri. 

His proposition is to withdraw those papers, upon 
which an adverse report was made and concurred 
in by the Senate, with the view to have them pre- 
sented to the House of Representatives. Therule 
is in these words: 
‘““Whenever a claim is presented to the Senate and referred 
to a cominittee, and the committee report that the claim 
| ought not to be allowed, and the report be adopted by the 
| Senate, it shall not be in order to move to take the papers 
from the files for the purpose of referring them at a subs 
quent session, unless the claimants shall present a meme 
rial for that purpose, stating in what manner the committee 
have erred in their report, or that new evidence has been 
discovered since the report, and setting forth the new evi 
dence in the memorial: Provided, That this rule shal! not 


extend to any case where an adverse report, not in writing, 
shal} have been made prior to the 25th January, 1842.” 


The object of the rule, as established, was, in 
the opinion of the Chair, to prevent papers from 
being withdrawn when an adverse report was 
made and concurred in, unless additional testimo- 
| ny was presented, or satisfactory evidence given 
| to show that the committee had erred in the re 





ey h E || port. The Senator is under the impression that 
ditional compensation, which were referred to the || 


| refers only to cases which it is proposed to pre 
sent to the Senate again. The Chair will leave 
to the Senate to say whether that was the objec! 
or not, 

The Senate decided that the rule precluded the 


withdrawal asked for by the Senator from Mix 
| souri. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dix 
charged from the further consideration of Uie following 90> 


ts! 

P ‘Report of the Secretary of War in relation to the cxoct- 
tion of the act to found a military asylum for the relief 
support of invalid and disabled soldiers of the United State 


Army. 


| ee of John Owen, presented the 16th February, 
1852. 


| Memorial of the beirs of Ware S. May, presented the 160 

| February, 1852. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, * 
was 
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